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“Bring Water” 
By Susanne Alice Ranlett 


«| JHATSOEVER He saith to you, do it!” 
What wonderful word will He say? 
Climb up to the sky, move vast mountains ? 
Sway peoples, lead in a new day ? 


Ah! none of these things, but, «‘ Bring water,” 
He said to the servants of old, 

An office the humblest might render, 
Demanding nor power nor gold. 


And still ’tiseno great deed He asketh; 
‘‘ Bring water,”’ His word oft, to-day. 

But glad the surprise that awaiteth 
The faithful who haste to obey. 


For when lowly service is rendered 
In ready response to God’s word, 

His glory shines forth manifested, 
A marvel is wrought by the Lord. 








*““A Heifer on Her Haunches”’ 


Discipline is inevitable for a “balking” Christian. 
God’s patience is infinite with a dull pupil; but he has 
to use the rod with one who knows God’s will and 
yet refuses to obey. W. Leon Tucker preaches a 
powerful sermon from Hosea 4:16, to which he 
gives the title at the head of this note. “Israel hath 
behaved himself stubbornly, like a stubborn heifer,” 
is a picture, he says, of an unwilling, balking heifer 
being led to the altar of burnt offering for sacrifice. 
Had she been willing, ina few moments the smoke 
of her sacrifice would have been going up as incense, 
acceptable to Jehovah, Our Redeemer, of whom the 
red heifer was a type, did not hesitate in placing his 
life upon the altar, but went with willing step and 
calm demeanor, and with the Passover .hymn upon 
his lips. By way of illustration Mr. Tucker tells a 


sad story of his own experience in the pastorate. 

he beautiful daughter of a Christian man wished 
to go to India as a missionary, but her father op- 
posed her wishes, and finally forbade her absolutely, 
saying, “I will not let you go out of my sight.” Less 
than a year later he was stricken with blindness. 
After long treatment the doctors gave his eyes a test. 
“The first thing I shall look upon,” he said, “shall be 
the face of my beautiful daughter.” The bandages 
were removed, he ran his fingers over her face and 
form, but there was no sight in his eyes. To his 
pastor he later said, “I said my daughter should never 
go out of my sight and now God has taken my sight 
away.” “That man,” said the preacher, “was like the 
stubborn heifer on her haunches.” Are any of us 
like that? It is only the man who is willing to lose 
his life who can really find it. 


a 


Man-Stuff 
War’s demand upon man-stuff is superb. Wholly 
apart from the question of the right or wrong of 


war, both the church and the world to-day are be- 
ing given an exhibition of heroic self-sacrifice by men 
in their response to war’s demands beyond anything 
the world has yet seen. Appealing to this heroic 
spirit now so challenged and in evidence, the 
“Strengthen America Campaign” of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America has 
issued a call that includes the following: “Wanted: 
a man. One who is ready to go to the first line of 
the trenches because he’s fire ith the stuff that 
mai-:es martyrs and heroes—but who never thinks of 
himself as-a hero and still less as a martyr. One 
such man in your town can work wonders—one man 
—just one. Will you be the man?” Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is issuing the same call to men for His service, 
—but for men who, seeing the helplessness and 
worthlessness of themselves, are ready to find their 


only manhood in Himself. “One such man in your 
town can work wonders—one man—just one. ilf 
you be the man?” 

— 


Did the Reformation Succeed or Fail? 


Every Protestant Christian should praise God 
for what Luther’s Reformation did for us. Most of 
us know something of what it did. But few of us 
know intelligently what it did not do; and few of us 
know much about Martin Luther the man. The 
Protestant world is celebrating, next month, the four 
hundredth anniversary of the day (October 31) when 
Luther fastened a series of theses to the door of a 
church in Wittemberg. Next week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times is to be a special “Reformation 
Number.” Two notable articles by commanding au- 
thorities in the respective fields of church history 
and Bible study, Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D., and 
I. M. Haldeman, D.D., will give, first, a personal 
picture of “The Dear Man of God, Dr. Martin 
Luther”; and then a searching answer to the ques- 
tion “Was the Reformation a Success or a Failure?” 
Both articles will contain surprises for most readers. 


<< 
Glory Enough! 


Men would shrink from the suggestion that they 
could add anything to th. glory of God. But He has 
a wonderful word to us,—not about adding to -his 
glory; even more wonderful than that, In writing a 
letter to the Christians Paul explained about certain 
Christian friends of his that, if any one inquired 
about them, they were to understand that these 
friends were the glory of Christ! (2 Cor. 8:23). 
Surely only Christ himself could make us his glory! 
But his is the very miracle he loves to do, and gladly 
accomplishes, when we put ourselves wholly into his 
hands that he may be glorified in us. 


Why the Saved Want to Sing 


Brahmanism, Confucianism, Mohammedanism, 

and paganism do not break forth into songs of 
joy. How could this be expected of religions whose 
gods inspire only fear and dread? Charles E. Scott, 
of China, describes. the Buddhist chants as “wéird,” 
with “a vein of sadness in them as of joy unattained, 
of hope unrealizable,” and goes on to say “they give 
many people a sense of unutterable homesickness.” 
Of this joyless land he says further: 

“To one who knows heathen conditions it is im- 
possible to expect lightsome, joyous music, for there 
is no real joy-producer ... in a land packed with 
the hidden horrors of heathenism ... such horrors 
as its homelessness: much married but without home 
life, men taking as many concubines as they can sup- 
port or make support them, where envy, strife, 
railings, bickerings, jealousies, and poisonings pre- 
vail; such horrors as its helplessness in the presence 
of its withering superstition, swathed and mummified 
in ten thousand layers of the same, or _ helpless, 
pressed to death by it as women by incubi of 
medizval tradition; such horrors as its hopelessness 
as it faces the future, and afraid to die, yes, before 
death dwelling in fear, doubt, distrust, and distress 
unutterable, from spooks, and dragons, goblins, and 
demons, from ghosts of ancestors powerful and al- 
ways to be placated, the dead eating up the living; 
such horrors a§ its hideousness, in its outrage upon 
girlhood, maidenhood, and wifehood, making beasts 
of the fair sex, infinitely degrading the producers of 
the race, multitudes of women hags before their time, 
provided they do not decide early to destroy them- 
selves and so end a lot to many unendur ble; such 
horrers as its hellishness of treat-nent of children, 
who are not dignified with the possession of souls till 
after attaining twelve years of ave, and who when 
sick unto death before that time are to be thrown 
away, outsid. the village walls, as food for carrion 
birds and dogs.” 

But what happens when a sheaf of firstfruits is 
garnered out from a heathen people?.. Invariably 


HH Braimanism, has no hymn-books. Buddhism, 








they burst forth into singing, Whether they possess 
an ancient and honorable language, or whether they 
have no language at all and the language has to be 
made, redemption and the knowledge of it find out- 
let in audible praise. When our missionaries come 
home on furlough we always want them to sing for 
us a Gospel hymn as it sounds in the native dialect. 
An article in a recent.issue of The Sunday School 
Times referred to John Hay’s thrilling description of 
how a pagan tribe of Indians in the wilds of South 
America sang their first hymn. The language had to 
be constructed and the Christian converts taught to 
speak it. As it emerged out of great tribulation one 
of its earliest literary productions was a hymn. All 
the perils of sickness, perils of danger, and perils of 
death sank into insignificance, the missionary said, 
when he and his fellow-missionaries for the first 
time heard their little band of converts singing: 
* Come to the Saviour, make no delay; 
Here in His Word He has shown us the way.” 


The statement has been made that singing ‘ir. the 
Bible is always associated with redemption. The first 
song mentioned in the Bible is certainly a song ef 
redemption : 


“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel 
this song unto Jehovah, and spake, saying, 

I will sing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously: 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the 
sea. 

Jehovah is my strength and song. 

And he is become my salvation.” 


If it be true, as is said on the authority of a great 
Bible teacher, that the first mention of a subject in 
the Bible is the key to it throughout the rest of the 
Book, then that statement is correct. A search of 
the Scriptures, although not an exhaustive one, cor- 
roborates the correctness. of this assertion. 

Exodus is the book of redemption, and it is nat- 
urally to. be expected that the first song of the re- 
deemed would be found there. That song is the 
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pean of praise over Israel’s accomplished redemption 
fram Egypt’s thralidom. Like all redemption, it had 
been wholly of Jehovah himself. 

’ Jt is worthy of note in passing that this first re- 
corded song of redemption was sung when “Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore.” A sad 
contrast with this triumphant statement is found in 
the record of the spies at Kadesh-Barnea, When 
they concluded their report, “there we saw the giants,” 
the sacred pen declares “all the congregation lifted 
up their voice and cried, and the people wept.” 
Israel’s failure through disobedience and unbelief re- 
sulted in weeping, but Israel, victorious through 


faith, with everlasting joy upon their heads, broke, 


forth into singing. 

Is it not the same with the Church of Christ to-day? 
Israel could not sing in the captivity of Egypt any 
more than she could in.the captivity of Babylon 
when, weeping, she hung her harps upon the willows, 
and cried out in bitterness to her tormentors who 
cru@ly required songs of her, 


“How shall we sing Jehovah’s song 
In a foreign land?” 


It was when the priests at good Hezekiah’s com- 
mand had “brought out all the uncleanness that they 
found in the temple of Jehovah” that 


“When the burnt oftering began, the song of Je- 
hovah began also, and the trumpets, together with 
the instruments of David king of Israel. 

“And all the assembly. worshipped, and the 
singers sang, and the trumpters sounded; all this 
continued until the burnt offering was finished.” 


It is deliverance from the slavery of sin and the 
cleansing of these body temples of ours intended for 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, that puts the song 
of the Lord upon our lips. 

Singing was heard on the very threshold of 
Atonement. It was at that last Passover supper— 
the meaning of which was “When I see the blood 
I will pass over.” When he had ended eating it with 
his discipies, our Lord merged it into the first Lord’s 
Supper, which the Church has been celebrating these 
nineteen hundred years of its history. As they rose 
up: from that table, it is recorded that “When they 
had sung an hymn, they went out into the Mount of 
Olives.” How wonderful that our Lord, realizing 
what was about to come to pass—Gethsemane, the 
traitor’s kiss, the Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, Pilate 
again, the scourging, the Via Dolorosa, the Cross— 
could lift his'‘matchless voice in song! How could 
he have done it, as he was about to endure the cross, 
if it had not been “for the joy that was set before 
him”—beyond it all! 

The Psalmist speaks of a “song in the night® All 
through the dark night of this age since Calvary the 
Church has been its nightingale. Paul had reference 
to redemption by power when he admonished the 
Apostolic Church in the letters to Ephesus and Col- 
osse'to sing “psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs.” 
The early church had her Greek and Latin hymns. 
Dr. Henry C. McCook, in his introduction to Allan 
Sutherland’s helpful book, “Famous Hymns of the 
World,”! says “The Protestant Reformation of the 
sixteenth century was borne forward on waves of 
sacred song.” The first clear notes were sounded by 
Luther, accompanied by his lute, for it was given to 
him amon, his marvelous diversity of gifts to be a 
musician and hymnologist as well as reformer and 
translator of the Bible. It is said that his master- 
piece, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” accomplished 
as much for the Reformation as did the translation 
of the Bible. Luther and Melancthon used to sing 
together the 46th Psalm, and after Luther’s death, 
when Melancthon heard a little girl singing the 
hymn, he said to her, “Sing on, dear clild; you do 
little know whom you comfort.” Thousands of 
saints in Reformation days could have re-echoed that 
sentiment. Calvin, too, was a patror of praise, but 
in his conservatism he clung to the ancient psalms. 
Through John Knox his conservative influence ex- 
tended to Scotland, and is doubtless responsible for 
that country’s famous old song book, “Rous’ Version 
of the Psalms.” 

After describing the phenomena of spiritual ex- 
citement “that sprang up in England during the 
Methodist movement,” including “the terrible sense 
of a conviction of sin, a new dread of “hell, a new 
hope of heaven,” Greeti, in his “History of the 
English People,” says: “Charles Wesley, a Christ 
Church student, came to add sweetness to this sud- 
den and — light. He was the sweet singer of 
the movement. His hymns expressed the fiery convic- 
tion of its converts in lines so chaste and beautiful 
that its more extravagant features disappeared. The 
wild throes of hysteric enthusiasm passed into a pas- 
sion for hymn-singing, and a new musical impulse 
was aroused in the people, which gradually changed 
the face of public devotion throughout England.” 

Charles Wesley’s remarkable output of hymns, so 
many of which have survived his own day, have for 
their principal theme the fact of redemption. 

Time fails to tell how hymnology has interpreted 


1“Famous Hymns of the World” may be obtained from 
Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York, at $1.35 net. 
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redemption. “Rock of Ages” has been declared by a 
great authority, Charles S. Robinson, to be “the su- 
preme hymn of the language.” When Toplady wrote 
it is not known, but it may well be believed that it 
was inspired by the text that led to his conversion, 
“But now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far 
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Moody 
thought that Charlotte Elliott’s “Just as I am” “has 
touched more lives helpfully than any other hymn.” 
Her pastor led her to Christ by saying to her, “Come 
to Him just as you are.” He little thought that one 
day that simple little line would be repeated in song 
by the whole Christian world. 

Modern evangelism too has had its distinctive song 
language. When the Master has thrust forth great 
evangelistic workers, it seems to have been in pairs, 
as he did his disciples in his own day, two and two. 
When he raised up a Moody as a great flaming evan- 
gel, he raised up a Sankey also to go with him. 
Whittle had his Bliss, Torrey and Chapman their 
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Alexander, Sunday his Rodeheaver. These great 
song leaders are often composers of music, and while 
their compositions may have lacked something of the 
dignity of Wesley and the hymn writers of his day 
and following, their tuneful swing has swayed great 
audiences and softened their hearts, for their theme 
has been the same—redemption by blood and power. 
The theme of song will be the same in eternity as 
in time. The last Bible song, as well as the first, is 
about redemption. It is when the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, who is also the Lamb, prevails to open the 
seals of the mysterious little book described in the 
Revelation, that the living creatures and the elders 
sing “the new song”: “Worthy art thou to take the 
book, and open-the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and didst purchase unto God with thy blood men of 
every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.” 
Dare we think of the joy of the day when we join 
with all heaven in the chorus of that New Song, as 
we look into the very face of Him who redeemed us? 








Choirs: Their Discords and Harmonies in God’s Sight 





told, in the leading editorial of its Music Number 

last year, of “The Discord of Unconsecrated 
Choirs.” Facts were brought out showing that cer- 
tainly.in some cases, and it is believed in many, the 
spiritual life of the members of church choirs is 
utterly disregarded while their musical ability alone 
is taken into account. For example, the following 
incident is credited to the well-known Bible teacher, 
the Rev. Lewis Sperry Chafer: 


About a year ago, on a Sunday morning, I attended 
service at a church in New York City. I recognized in 
the choir, as first bass, a man whom I had frequently 
seen in the dining-room of the hotel where I was stop- 
ping. Some one had informed me that he was the bar- 
tender at that hotel. After the close of the service I 
sought the chairman of the music committee, and in- 
quired if he knew the man and his business. The com- 
mittee chairman replied, “Of course. I know him and 
his business. He has a good voice, and can sing. That 
is all we care about.” 


|: WAS a sad story that The Sunday School Times 


The editorial in the Times pointed out thé’ fact 
that only those whose hearts are right with God 
through Christ as their Saviour, Lord, and Life can 
make music that is pleasing to God. And readers of 
the Times were asked to report on any choirs known 
to them whose members really sing for the glory of 
God. It was suggested: “Here is one test of the 
right spirit: That each singer commit the day to 
God in prayer, and ask Him to use and bless his or 
her service in the choir.” 

There was a blessed response to this editorial call. 
Replies, chiefly favorable, have been received from 
Kansas, Montana, California, Illinois, Idaho, New 
York, Texas, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Rhode 
Island, Indiana, Ontario, Maryland, Georgia, and 
Arkansas. 

As a matter both of guidance and of inspiration to 
all the readers of The Sunday School Times, some 


- of these significant letters of testimony as to real 


spiritual harmony in church choirs in the sight of 

od are given herewith. More will be published 
later. As you read, won’t you ask yourself whether 
your choir and music leaders are, like those here re- 
ported, making “a joyful noise unto the Lord”? 
(Psa. 98: 5.) 


A few minutes before each church service the choir 
of the Main Street Baptist Church, of Binghamton, 
N. Y., meets and is Jed in prayer, sometimes each 
one praying in turn, and the burden of the petition is 
that the singer may be lost sight of in the song, and 
that added glory may crown our King. - Needless to 
say each member is also a member of the church.— 
Fred. L. Norton, Binghamton, N.Y. 


In the twenty-five years that Dr. D. B. Towner has 
led the regular Moody Church choir, he has never 
knowingly admitted a non-Christian; and something 
more than mere nominal profession is necessary for 
membership. Neither beautiful moral character 
apest from confession of salvation, nor technical 
skill, has had any weight against the essential of be- 
ing saved and desiring to sing .. a service to God 
and for souls. 

Ten to twenty minutes of the seventy-five minutes 
at the rehearsals have from the very beginning been 
devoted to a testimony and prayer service, and fre- 
quent reminders are made of the necessity of prayer 
daily in private for the public services, and that the 
singing may be to God’s glory and be used to save 
sinners. 

Until the Moody Church Tabernacle was opened a 
year or two ago and so removed the opportunity, 
the choir had since its organization maintained a 
monthly song service. This was the best attended of 
all the services of Moody Church, frequently and 


usuaHy requiring overflows, and never was it known 
to have been unsuccessful in fruitage of souls. Usu- 
ally the number of those professing salvation was 
greater than on other Sunday nigh*3, which is say- 
ing. much, for every Sunday night saw a harvest. 
requent are the testimonies of the choir members 
to the uplift and spiritual help of the rehearsals. 
Dr. Towner never misses an opportunity to im- 
press his ideals as to choirs on his students at the 
Moody Bible Institute, and I am sure many of them 
will have choirs like this throughout the country,— 
at least as to practise and spirit if not in numbers.— 
Oscar E. Weiss, D.C., Chicago. 


The question never occurred to me as to the high 
calling or sacred attitude of church choirs until I 
came to Chicago, when I met for the first time the 
“professional paid quartette.” 

My second Chicago church was really a shock to 
me. I joined the choir of about seventy-five men 
and boys, and the music sung .at rehearsals was of 
the highest grade I have ever known to be sung in 
churches. Smoking, dancing, and the telling of 


. questionable stories, however, among the choir mem- 


bers. often caused me heartaches, as I thought of 
what this wonderful group of singers could do if 
thoroughly consecrated to the task of winning souls 
for Christ, 

My third and fourth churches gave me better im- 
pressions; arid I now belong to a church which has 
a large choir, thoroughly consecrated to its task so 
far as I know. 

I remember once in South Dakota, when I was in 
charge of a Sunday-school orchestra, we were in- 
vited to join our forces with those of the volunteer 
choir and furnish music for the church. I can 
scarcely describe to you the sacred emotions which 
came into my life on the first rehearsal night when 
the choir leader prayed not only for the singers but 
for the violins and the horns, and really for every 
talent we were offering to God’s service. 

I wish you would write more such articles and 
keep up the good work which you have started. I 
shall look forward eagerly to a development of the 
spirit we really need in church choirs.—Robert Cash- 
man, Business Manager of the International Sunday 
School Association, Chicago. 


The church over which I serve as pastor (Metho- 
dist Protestant) is only a small church situated out 
here in the coal regions of Pennsylvania. I have al- 
ways felt that a person could not give out the Gospel 
message in song unless he or she was a consecrated 
Christian. When I was stationed here, I was much 
pleased to find such a choir in our church. It is a 
volunteer choir, but every member of it, including 
the organist, is.a consecrated Christian, and they sing 
primarily to send out: the Gospel message in song. 

They co-operate with me in all my sermons, and 
we are always ready at any time to give the invita- 
tion for any one to come to Christ. We do not at- 
tempt any great flights as regards anthems or such 
special music, but try to put out good, plain Gospel 
songs that can reach every one. We particularly try 
to have the words of the songs brought out in such 
a manner that all can get the message. 

May God awaken all the churches to the fact that 
they should only have consecrated Christians in their 
choirs.—Rev. George W. Toms, Jr., Shickshinny, Pa. 


a 


Announced among the many features of this 
Music Number of The Sunday School Times was 
an article showing our hymn-debt to Charles 
Wesley. The Editor regrets that it has been 
crowded out of this issue; it may be looked Jor in 
one of the autumn numbers of the paper. 
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The Songs Our Soldiers Love 


By Charles M. Alexander 


Chairman of the Executive Committee for the 
Pocket Testament League in the United States 





meeting on a ship or in a military camp. Our 

pianist, Henry Barraclough, is always ready at 
the piano; and our soloist, Albert Brown, is always 
close beside me when the meeting opens. And let 
me say just here that we make the meeting spiritual 
from start to finish. We do not find it necessary to 
begin with comic or secular songs, and gradually 
work round to spiritual ones, in order to get and 
retain the men’s interest. 

I begin the service by asking the men if they would 
like to have a little hymn- such as we used with 
the British soldiers on Salisbury Plain in England. 
This always interests them, and we pass out the little 
combination Gospel of John with Hymns and 
Stories.4 7 a 

‘We usually start with a simple chorus which is 
always popular: 
“Give your heart to Jesus, He is calling you; 
Give your heart to Jesus, He is calling you; 
Give your heart to Jesus, He is calling you, 
Give Him your heart to-day.” 


| ET me try to picture to you how we conduct a 


After the boys have sung this two or three times, 
I offer a League Testament to any one in the au- 
dience who will volunteer to stand up and sing it 
alone. Some one always responds, and this accom- 
plishes two things: first, it increases the interest in 
the chorus; second, it brings The*Pocket Testament 
League immediately to th®ir notice in a practical 
way. Mr. Brown takes the Testament to the man 
and gets him to join the League. From that time 
on during the service attention is centered more and 
more on the League, and the men become more and 
more eager for the Testaments. 

During the song Service a great favorite with the 
men is “He will hold me fast.” I teach them the 
chorus, and Mr. Brown sings the verses. The men 
quickly pick up the melody~and sing it heartily. 
Their interest is increased when I teli them that 
. J. Virgo, the British Field Secretary of the 

. M. C. A., who has just completed a tour around 
the ‘world, has sung this hymn to a million and a 
half soldiers. 

In this way I go from one song to another in the 
book until we reach the old familiar hymns. Then I 
ask the men to call out their mother’s favorite.. This 
softens them, and one hymn after another is sung 
with fervor, 

At length I ask Mr. Brown to sing the hymn that 
we have found more effective than any other ‘in 
reaching men: “Tell mother I'll be there.” This 
never fails to solemnize the men; and it brings many 
to the point of decision. 

I remember that while we were at Newport Mr. 
Brown sang this beautiful hymn to 2,500 men. At 
the Chaplain’s service that afternoon the Adjutant 
rose to his feet and told in a choking voice how the 
song that Mr. Brown had sung had touched him. He 
said he hopéd the men would not live as wicked a 
life as he had, for he felt he had gone so far in sin 
that Jesus never could save him. As he spoke it 
seemed to me as if every sailor in the audience was 
breaking. down and sobbing. And I felt that man 
was near to the Kingdom. That night about eleven 
o’clock Mr. Brown came in to report that he had led 
the Adjutant to Christ. 

The next day the Adjutant went with us to a 
meeting we were holding with the soldiers at Fort 
Adams. At that service he gave a 
wonderful testimony to the saving 
power of Christ. e had been five 
years with the regular army, and spoke 
to the men as one of them. His Testa- 
ment was in his sailor pocket on the 
front of his jacket. With his face 
shining he said: “This is the first day 
in five years that I have not sworn at 
my men. I have been carrying this 
Pocket Testament all day where the 
men could see it, and I have not dis- 


graced it since I gave my heart to the 4 


Lord Jesus Christ last night.” The 
fact that this Adjutant had five hun- 
dred men under him showed how far- 
reaching his influence would be for 
Christ in the days to come. 

Following the song service at New- 
port, Harry Haines, who was deep 





1This combination Gospel of John with 
Hymns and Stories may be obtained from 
The Pocket Testament League, 133 Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa., at 6 cents 
a copy, $5 a hundred; illustrated, 10 cents 
a copy, $8 a hundred. 
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Give your heart to Je-sus, He 





International Copyright, 1917, 
by Charles M. Alexander. 


In a meeting between-decks on a battleship, or 
from the benches of an army Y. M. C. A. “ hut,” 
the faces that look up at Mr. Alexander and his 
would be simply irresistible to you. They 
are boyish, for the most part, and yet grown older 

aday. They are eager, too, so eager that, if 
you were there, you would hurry to make some 
Pp big sacrifices to answer the questionings in 
those eyes that look you through. You cannot 
forget them, unless you steel your heart against 


the facts. Right now is the time to multiply your 
soul-winning activities,—for quiet folks to do it, 





winning 
who cannot get about very much; for busy folks 
ho ves; for Sunday-school 


= 


the Testaments so eagerly accepted by the 
sailors and soldiers. But read this latest story of 
the Pocket Testament League work, and be in- 
different if you can! 








down in sin and was wondrously saved at a New 
York Mission, gave his testimony to the saving and 
keeping power ofsthe Lord Jesus Christ and moved 
the men in a marvelous manner. 

So great was the interest in the League aroused by 
the meetings with the sailors at Newport that we 
were unable to supply Testaments to all those want- 
ing them. Later I received a letter from the Chap- 
lain calling for five thousand Testaments, but alas! 
the League had not sufficient funds to supply them 
and other pressing needs. The Chaplain, the Rev. 
Charles Magnus Charlton, wrote: 


Let me thank you again for the ministrations 
that you and’ your party gave to us so recently 
here at our Training Station. Hundreds of men 
have come to me to give testimony about the help 
that they received from those meetings,—all of a 
thousand men came and asked for copies of the 
promised Testaments. I could probably easily 
sign up some five thousand members to the Pocket 
Testament League, and do so right away, if I had 
oo many copies of your handy edition to dis- 
tribute. 


During the past few_weeks we have been visiting 
various Conferences. Everywhere deep interest has 


been aroused in the League, and Christian workers ~ 


have gladly consented to enlist in the “Home Help- 
ers’ Prayer Circle” to pray for the war campaign of 
the League among the soldiers and sailors. It is 
heartening to know that over 100,000 copies of the 
prayer circle leaflets have already been requested. If 
you desire copies of this leaflet, please write to Mr. 
Allan Sutherland, 133 Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and ask for the number desired for 
your church or Sunday-school, 

An interesting item from the Northfield Confer- 
ence shows the soul-winning power of the League, 
and how it is such a simple plan that any one can 
use it. 

One day during the song service at Northfield I 
had asked Mr. Barraclough ito sit with paper and 
pencil while different ones in the audience announced 
the number of League members they had secured 


The Chorus the Soldiers Love 
Give Your Heart to Jesus. 











you, Give yourheart to Je-sus, He is call- ing you; Give Him your heart to - day. 
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eall-ing you ; Give your heart toJe-sus,He is call-ing 








during the past year. From that one audience we 
tabulated 2,800 members. One lady, seventy-two 
years of age, said she had thought her usefulness 
was at an end. But last year she came to Northfield 
and learned of The Pocket Testament League. She 
told how she had secured 150 members during the 
year and had led a number of these to Christ. A 
business man, who learned of the movement a year 
ago, had spent more than two thousand dollars on the 
League since that time, and his testimony was thrill- 
ing. His own brother was converted through the 
movement, 

Here is one of the beautiful letters received since 
this year’s Northfield Convention : 


Would you kindly send me a hundred member- 
ship cards? When in Northfield this summer I 
took only twelve cards thinking that would be all 
I should use, but I find people so eager and will- 
ing to join—all they need is “just a little help 
from me.” These cards that I enclose are with one 
exception all nurses in the hospital, and many 
more are waiting to sign up. My friend and I are 
both graduate nurses, and between us we hope to 
sign up every Protestant nurse in the hospital, and 
many more in our own churches. 

You can appreciate, more than any’ one who 
hasn’t been in Northfield, what it means to one. 
I tried hard not to sign the Pocket Testament 
League, saying my life was too busy a one, and I 
couldn’t carry the Testament on duty. But God's 
will overruled, and I’ve been so happy since in tell- 
ing others, and helping them in their Christian life. 
No patient of mine will ever leave me without 
knowing of Christ and of the Testament League. 
If I can’t go to church or do any other Christian 
work—I can carry Christ into my work, and for 
this I shall work harder and pray harder than ever. 


In all our work with the soldiers and sailors,—at 
Plattsburg, in the navy yards, on gunboats, etc.,—we 
have had a fresh demonstration of the wonderful 
power of Gospel songs and the Pocket Testament 
League in reaching and winning the men for Christ. 
At Newport, Rhode Island, for example, we held 
meetings for only three nights in the Naval 
Y. M. C. A. and a mess hall; but during that time we 
“signed up” 497 members for the Pocket Testament 
League, while 220 of the men accepted Christ. 

The crying need just now is to supply the soldiers 
and sailors with the League Testaments, The chap- 
lains, the Y. M. C. A. secretaries, and Christian 
workers in the camps, are calling. for our special 
edition because it pledges the man to carry and read 
it; and when a man “signs up” for the League, it 
gives one a splendid opportunity to win him for 
Christ. Here is a letter from a soldier at Fort 
Hancock, New York, pleading for Testaments, and 
showing how God is blessing the work: 


I received the Testaments. I think there were 
fifty altogether, but I-could use ten times as many, 
and I must have them, because last night, Sunday, 

_ I got thirty men to sign up and I promised as many 

More. »., + 

I wish you could have seen the sight Sunday 
morning up in my tent. Every man in my tent 
has a New Testament, and Sunday morning I got 
seven of them and had them sit down, and we had 
a wonderful time. Each of them read a chapter. 

Don’t you think that is wonderful? I 
praise God for it and for those Testa- 
ments | 

So you see down here now we have 
fifty members. I am arranging with 
the Y. M. C. A. to let us have a room, 
and once a week we are going to have 

a Pocket Testament League meeting 
for men who have Testaments. I wish 
you could have seen the type of men 
that came up to me and wanted a 
Testament—great big, strong Western 
fellows, and yet they came up for 
God’s Word so ne I think it is 
wonderful! Last night I was trying 
to teach them the song, “Take it 
wherever you go,” and we are doing 
fine with it. 

I assure you the boys down here 
want the Testaments, and I must have 
as many as they can give me. There 
are men leaving for France every day, 
and what a blessing it is to put a 
Testament in their hands before they 
go. I am praying for it every moment, 
and I have a God that answers prayer, 
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and he has promised to bless his Word to the sal- 

vation of souls. 

Surely you will heed these Macedonian cries for 
supplying the Word of Life to “our own” men? Please 
send all donations for the work to the Treasurer of 
the Business Men’s War Council of the League, Mr. 
J. Lewis Twaddell, 1323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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May I suggest that you read parts of this article, 
and letters from the lain and the soldier at 
Fort Hancock, to your Sunday-school or class next 
Sunday, and ask them to start at once to raise a 
fund for the Pocket Testament League campaign 
among the soldiers and sailors. 
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. The plan is to spend about three nights 
place. May we “depend on you” to bear us 
up daily in prayer: that we may be filled with the 

oly Spirit; that the men may come in great num- 
bers to the meetings, and enlist in the League; 
and that multitudes may be born again, and a real 


The Y. M. C. A. is now ar ing for our party 
a rapid tour of the encampments and navy yards of New York City. 
— —<——— 
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revival be brought to pass in every camp visited. 





arms, a handful of furniture, and five hundred 

doilars in gold which he carried about his waist 
in a buckskin belt, a hardy pioneer from Ohio 
landed in Davenport, Iowa, in search of a home on 
the prairies of the West. That man was my father ; 
and that belt, minus the gold, is still in the family. 
After a few months spent in Davenport, where the 
new settler worked as a carpenter, the family con- 
tinued their journey, proceeding by stage coach to 
Mt. Vernon, lowa, rented a farm there and remained 
for a year. ; 

My father was a man of peculiar but noble traits 
of character. So far as I can learn, he never owed 
a man a dollar. He endured great hardships, and 
suffered unnecessary privations and inconveniences, 
simply because he did not have the cash to pay for 
them. For this reason, not having ready money to 
pay for a farm near Mt. Vernon, he went about 
twenty miles southeast of that village, farther out 
upon the prairie, bought eighty acres of unbroken 
land at six dollars an acre, and built the little shack 
into which he moved his ~~" in the latter part of 
1855 or the spring of 1856. e soon after bought 
eighty more acres, thus completing the quarter-sec- 
tion farm, where four younger Gabriels and I were 
born. 

I cannot remember when I learned to “read notes.” 


|: THE year 1854, with two children, an infant in 


My parents were both musically inclined, and I can 
oa their singing in the old Fa-Sol-La system. 
They had a goodly number of the old Woodbury, 
Funk, Mason, and. other church music_ publications 


of their day.. They always sang a new song “by 
note” first. .My mother sometimes would sing what, 
in her girlhood days, they called “high tenor”’—a 
part way above the soprano. To me she was a 
divine singer, and the memory of her voice is no less 
beautiful as it is wafted back to me from the long 
ago. I can still see myself seated at the old kitchen 
table the evening I learned’ the seven .“shape notes,” 
and feel the pride I felt when I sang them, much to 
her surprise and delight. 

On Sundays throughout the summer we attended 
the Sunday-school which was held in the old church- 
school building- They had no instrument there, for 
many church people of that day and place believed 
Reale that all: such contrivances were of the devil. 
Some one. would “histe the tune,” and away we would 
go, singing as naturally as crickets in a wheat stack 
or katydids in the trees. I don’t remember that any 
one had a song book; but the young followed and 
learned from the old, who sang from memory. As 
time went by we obtained a few other and 
later song books, which were worth their 


The widely known and loved author of “The 
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Glory Song” and so many o bl mes- 
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friends to bring the facts of his life; 
and some of these no means the com- 
plete autobiography) make the unusual life- 
story given on page. 
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youthful judgment was correct. + ey I taught 
myself, because there were no teachers of music out 
in those prairies save God, nature, the birds, and 
wild flowers. 

We had no musical instrument then; but after the 
“new house” was built the folks n to talk about 
a reed organ. In Sunday-school I had heard the 
words of the Master, “What went ye out for to see, 
a reed shaken by the wind?” and I imagined—oh, I 
was an innocent creature—that a reéd organ was 
made of the stems of certain plants! I had often 
made a whistle from a pumpkin vine. 

By and by five neighbers clubbed together and 
bought five Prince organs, and one of them was ours. 
The scene of the unpacking of that organ is as vivid 
to me now as it was that night, fifty years ago. My, 
but it was beautiful! It was polished until we could 
see our faces reflected almost as well as from the one 
little old square mirror the folks had brought from 
Ohio. ' And ‘it was ours! 

My oldest sister was, in a few days, able to play 
“all four ‘parts” of the old church tune “Martin”—a 
wonderful achievement. 

I had heard them talk of “absolute pitch,” and 
silently wondered what was meant. ‘Of evenings, 
when a few of the‘neighbors came in to sing as they 


often did, my father, who was the recognized leader, 


with the aid of a tuning fork would obtain the cor- 
rect “Do-o-o, Sol, Mi, Do-o-o,” and together they 
would “sound the chord” before beginning to sing— 
always first by Do, Re, Mi, etc. “Middle-C” was a 
term as vague to me as an Egyptian hieroglyphic, but 
somehow. the moment I knew the keys of that organ 
(I don’t remember how I learned them) all was as 
clear as noonday. The thought came to me, “Why, 
the added line below the staff means this key, and it 
sounds a certain pitch that is always the same.” 
Thus, imperfectly told, was my correct conception 
of absolute pitch. It was not long until, untaught, 
I could associate and assimilate printed music with 
the keys of the organ. 


In the year 1870 Dr. H. R. Palmer held a “conven- 


tion” in our county seat. I attended the closing con- 
cert, which was a revelation to me. P. P. Bliss 
came next, in our home town, with a five-day school. 
My memory of those five days will fade only with 
the last rays of life’s setting sun. No words of mine 
can adequately express the joy of hope and ambition 
that grew in a burning flame as I listened to his 
wonderful voice, heard his instruction, simple as it 
was, and joined—even if selfishly—in his regular 
morning prayer. 

The next pene our pastor’s son, a fairly competent 
teacher, held a class at our cross-road church, which 
was largely attended, and opened the way for Dr. 
H. S. Perkins, who came to us in the fall of 1872 for 
a one week’s convention which attracted the “talent” 
not only of our own country-folk, but from near-by 
villages and towns. They came to find a class of 
singers able to handle the heavy choruses of the old 
masters, so thorough had been our rural training. 
A return engagement was arranged with Dr. Perkins 
for the following ,year. 

My father, who was the main spirit and prime or- 
ganizer of these advanfages, suddenly died in the 
spring of 1873, and the coming session proved to be 
the last ever held in that part of the country. It 
was after the close of this record convention, and 
just at the moment when Dr. Perkins was leaving 
our home for his train back to Chicago, that I sum- 
moned strength to hand him the manuscript of: a little 
song,—one of many I had written in the. solitude of 
my own bedroom,—requesting that he would not look 
at it until he was on his way. 

That song, entitled “Hour by Hour,” was my first to 
get into print. I wrote both the words and music, and 
they were printed almost exactly as I had written them, 

Some months after giving the manuscript to Dr. 
Perkins, as I was driving a load of grain to market, 
I met a neighbor returning from the post office. It 
was a custom for neighbors to carry home. each 
other’s mail; he stopped his team, and handed me the 
book containing my song. The determination aroused 
within me by the sight of that printed paper may 
never be realized, but it helped me over many a seem- 
ingly impassable road, and led me on when hope was 
almost gone. To-day, in recalling it, I am thrilled 
by its memory a§ I was the day I drove along, all but 
unconscious of jolt and dust, on that load of grain 
more than forty years ago. I have been privileged 
to write songs that have been sung around the world, 
but never one that so thrilled arid fired me with de- 
termination, effort and joy as that little imperfect 
song, written one evening as I sat by an open win- 

dow, writing on a bit of paper that I 
rested on the window-sill. 





weight in gold to me. ; 

I never saw a musical instrument until I 
was about nine years old, and to this day 
I couldn’t tell the name of that one, as 
nothing like it has ever come under my 
observation since. For use, it was placed 
upon a table, like a dulcimer. It had a 
bellows, which the performer pumped with 
his right elbow, while with the fingers of 
both hands he played keys something like 
those of a concertina. 

The next musical instrument I saw was 
a melodeon of that day and style. It stood 
on four legs, and the reeds were blown by 
a bellows which was pumped with one foot, 
as we now use the pedal of a piano. I 
rode ten miles to see and hear it, and no 
music since then has sounded to me more 
divine. I heard it as I plowed in the field; 
it rang in my ears as I did my “chores” ; 
in my dreams it floated over the hills of 
weariness down into the valley of rest 
where I lay asleep. 

I never took a music lesson in my life. 
All the song books had a “Rudimental De- 
partment,” and none of them contained in- 
formation that escaped me. I naturally 
conceived the plan of the four-part har- 
monies. I studied the arrangement of the 
different parts—soprano, alto, tenor, and 
bass, as written by different authors; and 
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Some time before this I had sent the 
manuscript of a duet and chorus to Root 
and Cady, music publishers of Chicago. 
Receiving no reply, I had concluded it had 
gone the way of others, and had nearly for- 
gotten it. Imagine my surprise and joy 
on receiving about the. same time printed 
sheet-music copies of it, with my name in 
large letters on the title-page! Other 
pieces followed as time went by, although 
none of them attained much sale. 

I never would allow any member of my 
family to see me write or hear what I 
had written until it was published, always 
working in seclusion, unaided or encour- 
aged. Often in the field I would stop to 
write down on a bit of paper what came 
to me in the busy hours of farm work and 
rush. The following excerpt from a let- 
ter I possess shows how utterly consumed 
I was by the power that governed me: 

“I recall the day you stopped the team 
on our way to the oats-field, and I could 
not get you to drive on, although I said, 
‘Uncle Newt [my father] will be after us,’ 
till you had written on the planed board of 
the hay ladder to your satisfaction the 
music and words to a song that was run- 
ning through your mind. When we re- 
turned and had the load off you copied it 
on paper, and again we went to the field 








in some of the books I yet possess may still 
be found the changes I thought should be 
made,—and to-day I understand that my 


A good-behavior and excellent-spelling certificate given to 


Mr. Gabriel’s mother eighty-one years ago. 





for other loads. That piece of music, 
printed in sheet form, you showed me*some 
months afterward.” 





























LESSON FOR OCT. 14 (Ezrax : 1-11) 


If I have accomplished anything in life; been a help 
to any one, child or adult, written a line or stanza 
that has been influential for good in any human life, 
or brought to ‘the world a single message in song 
that has helped to draw one soul to Him of whose 
children I am the most disobedient and of whose 
servants I am the least, the credit is not mine, but all 
the honor must go to my sainted mother, whose trust, 
hope, and faith in me never wavered,-and whose 
yearning prayers followed me through wasted years 
of discouragement and finally brought me back to 
the ambition and determination of early life; whose 
influence still is my guide, and whose memory is 
to-day my most precious possession. 


My first song to becéme universally popular was 
“Send the Li “” published in 1890; although “Call- 
ing the Prodigal,” and “I Will Not Forget Thee” 
(1899) were extensively used and were republished 
in Great Britain. ; : 

In 1895, the song “Let a Little Sunshine In” ap- 
peared. It came to the notice of Mr. B. F. Jacobs, 
who had it put into the program of the Sunday- 
school convention that was held in Boston that year. 
From there being carried by delegates to all parts of 
the country, it immediately became popular. One of 
the musical conductors of that convention relates how, 


one gloomy, rainy morning, while they were singing © 


the song, very suddenly, just as they sang the words 
of the chorus “Let a little sunshine in,” a beam of 


- 
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guards in blue, marched out squad by squad, keeping 


-step to the music of the organ played by the man in 


ray. 

’ A friend vouches for the truth of the following 
incident: A party of young people were dancing; 
the orchestra modulated into the melody of “The 
Glory Song.” Presently a couple took their seats, 
another followed, then another, and another, until 
the floor was cleared and not one dancer remained 
to keep step to the music. 


Some time in the year 1905 I received a letter from 
one of our_most celebrated evangelists, asking that 
I write a song especially for him. To this I paid but 
little attention, as I never had been and never expect 
to be able deliberately and intentionally to write a 
sacred song. Time ran along, and the incident was 
all but forgotten, when one day I was introduced to 
the writer of the letter. His acknowledgment of the 
introduction was a warm handshake and the inquiry, 
“Have you written that song for me?” I answered 
that I had a number he might try over. He assured 
me he would sing the song around the world. He 
came to my studio; I handed him two or three 
manuscripts. Immediately he said: “No! I want a 
song written especially for me.” 

In 1907 I wrote one that I thought perhaps he 
might like, and mailed it to Great Britain, where he 
was then laboring. Getting no reply I supposed he 
had not received the song, and dismissed the matter 
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A few bars, written by the composer’s own hand, of a song that has sung itself around the world. 


glorious sunlight shot through the upper windows 
and flooded the congregation, electrifying the singers: 


The “Glory Song” I wrote in 1900, and sold for 
ten dollars. It has been said that no Gospel song in 
history ever attained its international popularity in 
so short a time. In less than five years after publi- 
Cation it was sung around the world. The wonder of 
this, however, is not due to the~song alone, but to 
circumstances and conditions that took control of it. 

Many interesting incidents connected with it have 
been sent to me from many countries, besides scores 
that have appeared in print; but to me the most re- 
markable fact concerning the song is that it stands 
to-day note for note and word for word as I sent 
it to the printer years ago. 

It has been translated into more than twenty dif- 
ferent languages and dialects, and many millions of 
copies have been printed. I have heard it played by 
brass bands, German bands, hand orgarf, street 
pianos, and phonographs: I have heard it many times 
sung by ten and twenty thousand people, and again 
by the usual congregation. But the most impressive 
rendering I ever heard it given was by a certain con- 
gregation of over one thousand men; these men were 
all dresséd in steel gray suits, and sat with folded 
arms; the man who played the organ and the man 
who held the baton and ied the song were dressed in 
exactly the same way. Down the right side, across 
the rear, and up the left side of the audience room, 
on high stools, sat a row of men in blue uniforms, 
holding heavy canes across their knees; these men 
seemed never for an instant to take their eyes from 
certain spots in front of them. Not a man whispered 
during the service. It was a state’s prison. Among 
that congregation of 1,077 men, 256 were there for 
life—there to live and die, and on each of their cell 
doors, where they would read it every time they left 
and re-entered, was the startling word “Life.” How 
strangely their voices impressed me—these men with- 
out a country, without a home, without a name, de- 
prived of every privilege accorded to all men by the 
Almighty, and known only by a number. As I sat 
before them, the prison pailor of their. faces, against 
its background of gray within that frame of blue, 
made a picture never to be forgotten. With few ex- 
ceptions every man sang; here sat one with downcast 
eyes, there another with mute lips, while yonder near 
the center a large, strong fellow was weeping like a 
little child, but silently. They told me he had been 
there but a short time; he had a kindly face, and I 
wondered if he had heard the song before, under 
different circumstances. 

Softly they sang that last stanza: 

“Friends will be there I have loved long ago; 
Joys like a river around me will flow; 
Yet just a smile from my Saviour, I know, 
Will through the ages be glory for me.” 


The song ended, the chaplain said a brief prayer, 
and the great crowd of men, at signals from the 


from my mind. One day, while at a popular Bible 
conference, and not caring to attend the afternoon 
session, I was alone on the veranda of the hotel, 
reading. . Suddenly a well-remembered voice began 
singing : 
“Sweeter and sweeter to me, 
Dearer and dearer each day; 
O wonderful love of my Saviour 
Growing dearer each step of the way.” 


Clear, sweet, and beautiful came the tones—but no 
singer was in sight. I knew there was, to me, only 
one such voice, but I supposed its owner was at that 
time in Australia. Spell-bound I listened until the 
chorus was finished, and then the singer emerged 
from his hiding place—Gypsy Smith. He had sung 
the song from his home, by way of Australia, around 
the world. 
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How to Have Male Quartet Music 
By I. Newton Earle, Jr. 





Perhaps you have thought that a male quartet was way 
beyond your Sunday-school orchurch. Here isa practical 
man of great experience who has proved that it isn’t. 

. Earle is a missionary teacher in the Jaro Industrial 
School, Hoilo, the Philippines, and has used the methods 
here described in dealing with untrained singers of many 
kinds, including Welsh » megroes, and Filipinos. 

They have worked well everywhere. 


PERSON of good sense who is able to read the 
notes and time of simple Gospel music is the 
first need for a male quartet. The organist may 
be the proper person, whether man or woman. 
he music is very inexpensive; expensive music 
would not be likely to fit the average male choir. 
There are good books, simple and rich. Five copies 
are necessary. 

A third help, equally inexpensive, is a chromatic 
pitch-pipe to be had at any good music house at less 
than a dollar. An organ or piano will do in giving 
the pitch, of course, but the pipe repays in con- 
venience. 

Nobody will choose the leader. Let the man of 
musical ability who reads these words and knows 
that his church needs this good music elect him- 
self. He need not think he will compete with the 
choir, if there is one, There are many places for a 
quartet to sing that would be inappropriate for a 
choir, e. g., the Sunday-school sessions. 

In choosing singers take more care to avoid a 
scratchy or flatting first tenor than anywhere else. 
Put your best note-reader on second tenor, because 





'Note the announcements of music publishers in the ad- 


vertising columns of this issue of The Sunday School 
Times. 


"matter in what key it is written. 
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men are not accustomed to the reading of notes in 
the alto position. First bass is next to second tenor 
in difficulty. I have often paired singers thus: I 
wotld put a good reader with mediocre voice with a 
poor reader with good voice. This often increases 
the number of singers, but who cares? — Call it a 
male choir, under those circumstances. Many a man 
with excellent quartet possibilities does not know an 
iota about notes or time or expression. That does 
not matter. The leader will probably have more suc- 
cess with such, for in music a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing. 

The words are most important. If singing is to 
glorify God, the words of the message must be 
spoken as distinctly as, yes, more distinctly than, in 
conversation. Singers may breathe at commas, and 
often at the word “and,” and at prepositions, but 
never between syllables of a word or between a sub- 
ject and its predicate. 

Short pauses add wonderfully to getting attention 
to the words. Look at the hymn verse, for example: 

“O God, my Father! I obey; 
I come, I come to thee to-day, 
Here Lord, I give myself away, 
I give to thee my heart!” 


If a short pause is made at each comma, the effect 
is thrilling. But don’t let pauses be jerky. 

At first avoid pieces with solo parts. 

Seek for a balanced choir; have each of the four 
parts equal in volume even if you must have two 
or three singers on one part to make it equal to 
some sounding bass or sweet, carrying tenor. It is 
much better to have good music than to have the 
conventional number four. 

Adjust the pitch of each piece to your choir, no 
That is where the 
pitch-pipe comes in. It is possible with a good one 
to make raisings or lowerings of as small as a 
quarter tone. When my first tenor is not very good 
on high tones I lower the piece a half tome. Corre- 
sponding allowances can be made for the bass, ex- 
cept that in most cases a bass can take the octave 
higher where his note is too low for him. 

Practise without the instrument, and always sing 
without accompaniment. It is easily done after 
practise. 

Have no practise without thg leader. Practise 
makes perfect, but-bad practise makes perfectly bad. 

The leader must not be a member. No man can 
tel: to good advantage about the harmony when he 
is in the line of singers. I have often itched to 
throw a singer out and myself sing; but wisdom 
says no. 

Singers are always in a hurry to sing, but ought 
to hold ‘back. Let no piece be heard in public until 
done excellently in practise. 

Use the last stanza in learning a piece,'so that if 
mistakes are made in public at the beginning they 
will be forgotten by the excellent execution of the 
last stanza. 

Have several pieces “in the brine” at one time. 
Practise about ten minutes, and then turn to some- 
thing else. Come back to the first piece later. Va- 
riety helps. Twenty minutes’ practise daily is a great 
deal better than a long practise weekly. 

Sometimes in a good piece there will be a note, 
usually an accidental, which the singer after many 
trials cannot get. In such cases I instruct the singer 
to omit the note. It is better to have silence than 
discord, and frequently better to omit one or two 
notes than to leave some appropriate song unsung. 

Let the leader not ask the singers’ opiniors. 
Singers usually have too many divergent views; the 
word of the leader, who stands at some distance and 
gets the total effect, is best. 

Repeat pieces in public. They improve with use. 
Have you heard “Nearer, My God, to Thee” more 
than once? 

Close every practise with prayer. No word of this 
article is intended for a choir admitting unbelievers. 
Unless you ask Ged’s blessing you deserve to fail. 

Happonrie.p, N. J. 
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Our Favorite Hymn - book 


Experiences that may help you 
select a hymnal if you need one 











Selected by One Person.—We like our hymn-book 
because there is dignity in the music, written by some 
of the best composers, yet the selections are pleasing 
to the school and easily learned, Our school is small 
and not “musical”; but when I tell you that we 
learned creditably twelve selections in two months as 
a surprise for our superintendent, who was absent 
for that length of time, you will see that the music 
appeals to children as well as grown folks. The 
sentiment of the words is excellent, well adapted to 
the sentiment of the music. 

The subjects are well classified, with variety for 
all occasions. The usefulness of the book to us con- 
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sists in elevating the musical tastes of the school; 
words and music inspiring a love for “the best,” in 
contrast to the “catchy” but meaningless music so 
often heard, 

You will not think me egotistical when I say that 
I selected the book we use. ‘The superintendent au- 
thorized me to do so. I attended other schools, 
heard them sing, then examined the books used, and 
finally decided on this hymn-book. It was placed in 
our school last September, and so far I have not 
heard a dissatisfied comment. Everybody says, 
“There is something in these hymns.” 

I think it is rather a delicate matter to let one per- 
son select a book for a whole school; but unless the 
committee is musical in the highest sense,—educated 
as well as consecrated,—there is apt to be variety of 
opinion and the music in the school suffers, One 
person, many books, plenty of time, careful exami- 
nation with reference to the needs and ability ofthe 
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school, will bring good results, and this I would 
recommend in many cases.—Mrs. Mary V. Johnston, 
Baltimore, Md. 

How to Select a Hymn-Book.—Our old hymn-book 
was used in Sunday-school, sometimes in prayer- 





How Are You Using Your Music? 


Some churches and Sunday-schools get a great deal out 
of their music. Others get very little. Is music an ex- 





piano or organ, or 

orchestra effectiveness. A free subscription to the Times 

for one year will be sent for every such brief description 
t can be used. 
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meeting, generally in Christian Endeavor, and occa- 
sionally in church. 

The music and most of the words grouped in small 
print.in the last few pages of the book are good, 
being old standard pieces. A few selections scat- 
tered through the book are passably good. 

The organist, who was the one who had to play it, 
wanted the book. Another time the boy superinten- 
dent saw the book used at a large meeting. 

A new book has been selected -because an organist 
who took ten or twenty lessons in music is tired of 
the old one, from one-eighth to one-fourth of the 
tunes in which she has tried to play. 

The hymn-books used in the Sunday-schools I have 
attended have been chiefly hymns that re-echo some 
sentiment in former hymns. Other hymns tend to 
emphasize -the “J” rather than Christ. A lack of 
reverence and majesty is strongly evident. The tunes 

(Continued on page 543) 
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L The Music of “The Life That Wins ” 








HEN we remember that “The life that wins” 

is “Just, Himself,”—our Lord Jesus Christ who 
is so ready and eager and able to make himself our 
whole life when we “let go and let God,” it is easy 
to realize that this Victory Life is a song, a hymn 
of praise, pouring forth the joy of the Lord. 

One of the Instructors in Music at the Los Angeles 
Bible Institute, L. F. Peckham, has given expression 
to the victorious life in music, and he tells the story 
of how he came to do so as follows: 

“While assisting in some tent meetings in San 
Jose, California, four years ago, I had been ‘living 
with’ Galatians 2:20 (‘I am crucified with Christ’) 


The Life That Wins. 


in a new sense for several days. It had gripped my 
heart and life. One day, when walking from our 
home to the Y. M. C. A., a distance of only _three 
or four blocks, the chorus came to me. Later I wrote 
Dr. Sammis, a dear friend of mine, who has written 
‘Trust and Obey,’ and many other very fine hymns, 
to some of which it has been my privilege to set 
music, and asked him for verses. I think he has 
done nobly. My meditations on Galatians 2: 20 were 
the direct outcome of reading the tract ‘The Life 
That Wiits,’ which had brought a new light into my 
life, showing me for the first time the possibility of 
a genuine moment by moment victory—in Jesus 


L. F. Pecknam. 
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by the faith of God’s own Son, 


alone. So this song was born out of a heart experi- 
ence. It is very popular out here, and wherever I 
have introduced it in evangelistic work.” 


(Separate copies of this song can be had from 
Biola Book Room, 558 South Hope Street, Los An- 
geles, Cal. Jt is also published in a small ten-cent 
collection called “The Gospel in Song,” edited by 
Mr. Peckham, at the same address. The pamphlet 
he mentions, “The Life That Wins,” may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 2 cents each, 20 
cents a dozen copies, or $2 a hundred.) 


The Life That Wins. 
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LESSON 2. 


Ezra 1 : I-11. Commit verses 2, 3 


OCTOBER 14. RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY 


Golden Text.—Jehovah hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.—Psalm 126 : 3 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
F YOU had been a Jew during the time of the 
seventy years’ captivity or exile of the Tews after 
Nebuchadnezzar oan to subjugate Judah, and if 
you had looked upon the ruins of Jerusalem and the 
temple, destroyed: by the pagan enemies of God and 
of God’s Chosen People, would you have wept for 
sorrow, or would you have smiled for joy? Get the 
views. of the class. Then tell the incident of the two 
ews and their different viewpoints, as given in The 
Illustration Round Table (1), and see if the class 
considers the answer of the second Jew good logic. 


Our Background Material 


The book of Ezra is only ten chapters long; we 
are studying it for three Sundays; so we have a good 
opportunity to master the contents and message of 
the entire book. Few books intended to help in 
studying the Bible by books equal, for general use, 
Dr. James M. Gray’s “Synthetic Bible Studies” 
(Revell, $1.50); and Dr. Gray suggests this sim- 
ple outline of the book of Ezra: Proclamation of 
Cyrus,- chapter 1; Company of Zerubbabel, 2; Re- 
building of the temple, 3; Opposition of the adver- 
sary, 4; Renewal of the work, 5-6; Company of Ezra, 
7-8; National reforms, 9-10. 

Remembering that our Third Quarter’s lessons 
showed us “How God’s People Went to Pieces,” the 
present Quarter’s lessons show us how they tried to 
“come back.” Just as there were three stages in 
their going into captivity, so, Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(1) points out, there were stages in the return. In 
the section of his lesson article entitled “Connection,” 
in the paragraphs numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, he describes 
these_stages: with the Jews’ return to Palestine, which 
continued for more than a century, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles-in this issue. Bold-face Pgures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help _in 
quickly locating the references. 

How did God let Cyrus know that He wanted him 
to permit and direct the return of the Jews to Pal- 
estine and the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem? 
(vs. 1-4.) Let the class discuss this. Then call their 
attention to such facts as these: It is plainly stated 
that God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to do this 
(v. 1); this was in fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Jeremiah (v. 1),—see such passages in Jeremiah as 
25:12, 13; 20:10; especially note the wonderful 

rophecy about king Cyrus by name, uttered by 
saiah more than a hundred years earlier, in Isaiah 
44:28 and 45:1. What influenced Cyrus to go what 
he now. did for the Jews is discussed by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2), and by Mr. Rogers (1). And let us 
not forget that our wonderful friend Daniel was 
still. living and prospering in the reign of Cyrus 
(Dan. 6: 28; 10:1), and Daniel was a close student 
of the other prophets (Dan. 9:2), and, knowing 
God’s seventy-year plan for the Jews’ captivity, he 
had been definitely praying for the deliverance and 
restoration of the Jews (Dan. 9: 3-19). So through 
Daniel and the Hebrew Scriptures, in addition to 
what may have been the direct communication of 
God’s Spirit to Cyrus, this king had abundant oppor- 
tunity for learning God’s will. 


Did Cyrus believe in “the divine right of kings” ?- 


The record leaves us in no doubt (Ezra 1:2). Does 
God believe in the divine rights of kings? The Bible 
leaves us in no doubt (Rom, 13:1, 2). 

When God lays a burden on one person concerning 
what some other person ought to do, God lays that 
same burden also on that other person. When God 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to proclaim the re- 
turn of the Jews, he also stirred up the spirit of cer- 
tain Jews to return to their land (v. 5). When God 
told Cyrus to direct those who remained behind to 
help those who were going (v. 4), God also worked 
in the hearts of those who remained, to do this very 
thing (v. 6). What encouragement there is in this 
for us, whenever we are impelled to pray or to work 
for matters that concern other persons, as we remem- 

‘ber that God also is dealing directly with those per- 
sons to accomplish the result. , 

How many Jews returned to their land? Certainly 
net all, nor the majority; this proclamation of Cyrus 
meant a sifting of the Jews, between the spiritual 
and the worldly (Dr. Griffith Thomas I, 3; he also 

*.' discusses the number returning, I, 4). ..Dr. Gray 
notes: “As the reading of Ezra will disclose ... 
scarcely 50,000 availed thetriselyes of the. privilege.” 
When -Daniel prayed (Dan.-9). for. the. restoration 


1 Now in the first year of ! Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom- 
plished, Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; and he hath charged 
me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
3 Whosoever there is among you of all his people, his God 
be with him, and let him. go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of Jehovah, the God of Israel 
2(he is God), which is in Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever is 
left, in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his 
place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, besides the freewill-offering for the house 
of God which is in Jerusalem. 

5 Then rose up the heads of fathers’ houses of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, even all whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up to build the house of 
Jehovah which is in Jerusalem. 6 And alt they that were 
round about them strengthened their hands with vessels of 
silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, besides all that was willingly offered. 7 
Also Cyrus the king-brought forth the vessels of the house 
of Jehovah, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out 
of Jerusalem, and had put in the house of his gods; 8 even 
those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh- 
bazzar, the prince of Judah. 9g And this is the number of 
them: thirty platters of gold, a thousand platters of silver, 
nine and twenty knives, 10 thirty bowls of gold, silver bowls 
of a second sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand. 11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were 
five thousand and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up, when they of the captivity were brought up from 
Babylon unto Jerusalem. 


1 Heb. Coresh. *Or, he is the God who is in Jerusalem 


The American Revision cepyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








of his people to their land he doubtless thought that 
Ged -at that time would finally establish their king- 
dom and bring in the permanent blessings to Israel 
and to the world which the prophets foretold this 
would mean, But this was not coming to pass at 
that time, and so the vision of the seventy weeks 
was given to Daniel, with the interpretation (Dan. 
9). Some 2,500 years have passed since Cyrus made 
his decree for the Jews; and we know that God's 
promised restoration and covenant with them has not 
yet been fulfilled. The return under Cyrus was but a 
faint foregleam of the real restoration which is 
pledged and coming. How near we may now be to 
that final restoration of the Jews to their own land, 
their acceptance of their rejected and crucified Jesus 
as their own true Messiah, with all the unspeakable 
blessings that this is pledged of God to mean not only 
to the Jews but to the whole world through them, 
will be fully discussed in the notable seriés of articles 
on the epoch-making events that are occurring among 
the Jews throughout the world, which commenced in 
last week’s issue of The Sunday School Times and 
will continue for some months to come. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God’s sovereignty is the most precious fact in the 
universe. For God is love; so we have a sovereign 
who is love. It comes out blessedly in this record. 
The last chapter of 2 Chronicles, which immediately 
precedes this first chapter of Ezra, tells that it was 
God who brought the Chaldeans upon His own people 
to take them captive, “to fulfill the word of Jehovah” 


- (vs. 17-21). It was God who directed Cyrus to di- 


rect the Jews to return. It was God who directed 
the Jews to return as Cyrus gave them freedom to do 
this. It was God who raised up helpers to. the- Jews 
for their return. It was God who safeguarded the 
vessels of his temple at the destruction of Jerusalem 
during the seventy years of captivity, and who di- 
rected Cyrus now to restore them, more than 5,000 
in number, to His house in His city. How-strikingly 
the facts show that God was their source, their au- 
thor, Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6) shows, 

While it is true that,-because of men’s willing 
surrender to Satan and sin, in their rejection of God 
and their choice of Satan as their lord, God there- 
fore permits Satan to be “prince of this world” 
(John 14: 30), and therefore “the whole world lieth 
in the evil one” (1 John 5:19), nevertheless this 
temporary and usurped sovereignty of Satan over 
God’s world is by God’s sovereign permission, and 
is coming to an end (Rev. 20: 1-3, 7-10): Meantime 
the sovereignty of our God and Saviour. who is love 
sees that “to them that love God all things work to- 
gether for good” (Rom. 8:28). How we may rest 
and rejoice in this perfect and undefeatable sover- 
eignty. of our God! 
Teaching Points 


Everything is taken care of when God is in charge. 
Not only money for rebuilding the temple in Jeru- 


- 





salem, but for traveling expenses and all other needs, 
was provided at God’s and Cyrus’ direction (vs. 4,6). 

Note the difference between Jewish captives and 
Jewish exiles (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). 

‘It is a striking fact that a cylinder inscription of 
Cyrus, discovered years ago, includes the very words 
of Isaiah 45: 1. 

Cyrus himself, great. man that he was, did not 
propose to be outdone by those who were he3ping the 
travelers in their return; he made the biggest gift 
of all, in the restored vessels of gold and silver to 
the temple. How this action of Cyrus contrasts with 
the blasphemy of Belshazzar in what he did with 
some of those vessels of gold and silver the night of 
his drunken feast! (Dan. 5.) 

This return of the sacred vessels of God to the 
temple of God foreshadows the ending of this “Times 
of the Gentiles,” during which the Holy City has 
been trodden under foot of the Gentiles (Luke 21: 
24); for when these Gentile Times are fulfilled, and 
our Lord returns, the things that belong to God are 
going to be restored to God, even though -the Gen- 
tiles have, as usurpers, had them in the meantime. 

God’s supreme work for men is to set them free 
from captivity. As we note the “seven great things” 
which the Jews experienced at this time of their 
freedom, set down by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5), 
notice how remarkably every one of these seven 
things is true of the Victorious Life in which by our 
Lord Jesus we are freed from the law of sin (Rom. 
8:2). God’s grace through the finished redemption 
work of Christ is the secret of it all. Show the class 
the blessedly true Lesson Cartoon on page 538; and 
ask every Christian among them, who, though he may 
have gone out from-the death cell of Romans .6: 23 
by the acceptance of the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus, is nevertheless dragging around with him the 
ball and chain of the “power of sin,” to cast off. that 
ball and chain by the same key that let him step out 
from the death cell. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


In what sense were “all the kingdoms of the earth” 
(v. 2) given of God to Cyrus? (It has been sug- 
gested that, while Cyrus was not actually the recog- 
nized political head of all the nations of the earth, 
he could have been had he chosen to claim this place 
of leadership; that is, God had put it in his power.) 

Was Cyrus a saved man, recognizing and accept- 
ing God as the only true God and his God? 

_ What factors may have entered into Cyrus’ belief 

in God? (One is suggested by Mr. Rogers, 2). 

P Was Cyrus a greater king than any king living to- 
ay? 

What had Cyrus to gain by this action toward the 
Jews? 

May we believe that any Jews in Persia actively 
opposed the return of their fellows to Judah? 

Is there any parallel in the situation of then to 
Zionism to-day? 

Was the return of those Jews who went back to 
Judah any indication of their spiritual life and their 
attitude toward God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated (Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18). 


Some people are afraid of any emotion in connec- 
tion with their religion. It is to be doubted whether 
such people have any deep and adequate understand- 
ing of what religion really means. The man who 
can learn what God has done for him, and haye no 
feelings about it, is a strange man indeed. ‘Cod’s 
people the Jews labored under no such mistake. 
They seem to have been forerunners of “old-fash- 
ioned Methodists,” according to our account of what 
happened when the rebuilding of the temple actually 
began. 


How much time elapsed between the beginning of 
the Jews’ return to Jerusalem and the commencement 
of the work on the temple? 

Who were appointed to have oversight of the re- 
building ? 

Name some Psalm that you think might have been 
sung the day the foundation of the temple was re- 
laid. 

Why: do music and_true religion go well together? 

What part -did. prophets have in this work of re- 
building .the temple? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The last incident in the history was 
the story of Daniel in the lions’ den, an event which 
occurred about a year or two before Cyrus became 
king over Babylon. Daniel was an old man when the 
present events took place. The history of the return 
of Judah is complicated, but it is important to gain 
a general idea, as far as possible, and the following 
will perhaps prove all that is necessary for teaching. 
We have already seen that the captivity took place in 
three stages, and there are also stages in connection 
with the return. (1) 


1, Ezra 1:1 to 6:5. <A period of twenty-two 
years, from the first yea: of Cyrus, 538 B. C., ta the 
sixth year of Darius Hystaspes, 516 B. C. The re- 
turn under Zerubbabel and Jeshua with the rebuilding 
of the temple. For this period read Ezra 1 to 6, Hag- 


ai, Zechariah, the first chapters of 1 Chronicles, the_ 


ast two verses of 2 Chronicle:, several of the 
Psalms, 90 to 150, and the reference to Cyrus in 
Isaiah (44:24 to 45:8). . 

2. Ezra 7:8. A period of fifty-eight years, from 
the sixth year of Darius to the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes, 516-458 B. C. No record of Palestine 
during this time. Perhaps the events of Esther are 
to be included here. 


3. Nehemiah 1 and 2. A period of twenty-five 
years, from the seventh year of Artaxerxes to the 
thirty-second, 458-433 B. The joint work of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. For this period read Ezra 7-10 and 
most of Nehemiah, 

4. Nehemiah 13:6. From the thirty-second year 
of Artaxerxes onward, 433 B. C. ork of Nehe- 
miah. For this period read the later parts of Nehe- 
miah and the Book of Malachi. 

Time.—This event is dated during the first year of 
the reign of Cyrus, as the ruler of Babylon, 538 B. C. 

Books on the Lesson.—For all eooqueen mat- 
ters connected with Babylon and Palestine, see 
Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 75 cents), chapter 11. The “Pulpit Commen- 
| tary” on Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther contains useful 
' suggestions. Ellicott’s commentary on these books is 
‘also valuable, and also Ezra and Nehemiah in the 
“Men of the Bible” series (Revell, 75 cents each). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


The Book of Ezra is divided into two parts: chap- 
ters 1 to 6; 7 to Io. 


Release Authorized (vs. 1-4). In ‘his first year, 
Cyrus, as king of Babylon, made a proclamation, or- 
dering the gelease of the Jews. The same words are 
found exactly in 2 Chronicles 36: 22, 23. The procla- 
mation itself will be found in Ezra 6:3-5. The 
seventy years are dated from the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim (Dan. 1:1), which came to an end in the 
first year of Cyrus (Dan, 9:2). This period had 
been announced beforehand by Jeremiah (25: 12, 13; 
29:10). The belief among the exiles of a restora- 
tion after seventy years had a real influence in pre- 
paring them for the event. The proclamation of 
Cyrus was probably due in a measure to his sight of 
the words of Isaiah concerning him, uttered 150 

ears before (44:28; 45:1, 4). The influence of 
Daniel would also be powerful in the same direc- 
tion. Cyrus himself seems to have been tolerant of 
religions and what may be called an opportunist, 
though ready to recognize Jehovah as the God of 
heaven, to whom he owed the position he had at- 
tained (Neh. 1:4; Psa. 136:26; Dan. 2:18). The 
proclamation was-issued all over the empire, because 
of the Jewish wide dispersal (Esth. 3:8). The 
preparation for this release was to be accomplished 
by means of the co-operation invited (v. 4). Any 
survivor of the captivity was to be lelped by the 
men where he lived, with all things necessary for the 
journey (v. 4). Thus both thc Persians and the Jews 
were to render assistance. (2) 

Release Accepted (vs. 5,6). As at the time of the 
captivity only the better classes were taken into Baby- 
lon, the remainder being allowed to continue in their 
own land and also to suffer (Jer. 24: 5-8; 44:15), so 


now only the earnest and pious returned. There was . 


a decided sifting of the Jews, and most of them were 
only too content to remain in Babylon without facing 
the difficulties and dangers of the return. It is sig- 
nificant that Benjamin is mentioned, showing that the 
northern tribes were represented and that the move- 
ment was one concerning the whole of Israel (Ezek. 
37: 15-28), though naturally the leaders were from 
Judah. Prosperity in the empire would hinder many 
Jews from facing the real sacrifices, and it was, 
therefore, only those influenced by God who were 
ready to make the attempt: It is important to dis- 
tinguish between captives and exiles. Many of the 
Jews would have been born in Babylon during the 
seventy years and these were not captives, but only 
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exiles. Sympathy was readily shown the Jews and 
real help was forthcoming (v. 6). (3) 

Release Assured (vs. 7-11). At this point Cyrus 
determined to d over the vessels of the temple 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought away at the cap- 
tivity. These were put into the care of the prince of 
Judah, the leader, Sheshbazzar, probably to be identi- 
fied with Zerubbabel and of royal blood (5:14). It 
has been remarked that in all this there is no personal 
feeling expressed, but simply a list of the vessels 
connected with the temple worship. It shows how 
keen was the love of the Jews for their sacred place, 
and how worship to the true God was the thought 
supreme over all personal emotions. The actual 
number of those who went up on this occasion is not 
given here, but it is clear that they were numerous 
enough to occupy cities near Jerusalem and to re- 
commence the work connected with the temple (2: 70 
to 3:13). (4) , 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text is intended to express the feel- 
ing of the captives, as they returned home to Jeru- 
salem and realized what had happened. The words 
are a testimony for God: “Jehovah hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.” This testimony 
was truly valuable then, as testimony always is, for 
God, As we ponder what it meant for the Jews, let 
us think of the spiritual meaning of God’s work for 
us to-day. 

1. The Service. “Great things.” What were the 
“great things” that they experienced? Among them 
were (1) freedom from bondage; (2) a return to 
their homes; (3) opportunity to worship God; (4) 
absolute cessation of idolatry; (5) a consciousness of 
and love for the Word of God; (6) true y ton ee | 
one with another in their difficulties; (7) a deepened 
knowledge of the great world outside which would 
help them in their life for God. These are some 
of the “great things,” and it is not to be wondered at 
that they were conscious of their blessings. (5) 

2. The Source. “The Lord hath done great things.” 
They felt it was God’s doing that they realized all 
these privileges and blessings. First of all, God had 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus (v. 1). Then he had 
stirred up the spirit of the people (v. 5). So that 
it was “the Lord’s doing,” even though ordinary 
means were used. One way of God’s working was 
his own Word. Daniel knew about the seventy years 
(9:2) and may have shown Cyrus the reference to 
himself as the divinely appointed shepherd, Then 
the providence of God was another means of accom- 
plishing this, for Cyrus was now in a position to 
carry out the prophetic declaration. And thus the 
people were right in realizing that, whatever were 
the means, God was the Author of all this wonderful 
work (Prov. 21:1). (6) 

3. The Satisfaction. “Whereof we are glad.” This 
shows the feeling in the heart of the returned ex- 
iles. They were glad for at least three reasons. 
They felt: (1) the gladness of retrospect as they 
reviewed the past; (2) the gladness of aspect as they 
considered the present in their own land and home 
once more; (3) the gladness of prospect as they con- 
templated the future with the temple worship and 
the presence of God. 


As we think of the feelings of the people, it is for 
us to take their language and make it our own. The 
Bible has much to say about “great things”: (1) 
There are the “great things” of the past (2 Sam. 7: 
21; Luke 1:49). (2) There are the “great things” 
of the present*(Job 5:9). (3) There are the “great 
things” of the future (Joel 2:21). And all this is 
intended to produce in us a threefold attitude: (1) 
we are to consider the “great things” that God has 
already done-for us (1 Sam, 12:24); (2) we are to 
the “great things” that God has done and is 
doing for us (Mark 5:19); (3) and we are to be 
without fear as we contemplate the future with all 
the “great things” yet to be experienced (Joel 2:21). 


. Il. The Lesson Outlined 


1. Release Authorized (vs. 1-4; Isa. 45: 1-8). 

2. Release Accepted (vs. 5, 6; Jer. 29: 8-14). 

3. Release Assured (vs. 7-11; Ezek. 39: 22-28). 
IV. Leading Questions 

Where else do we read of Cyrus? (Isa. 44:28 to 


"45: 1.) 


What prophecies of Jeremiah are referred to? 
How did God stir up the spirit of Cyrus? 


How could Cyrus have known that Jehovah had 
charged him to rebuild the temple? 


What is the meaning of the claim of Cyrus to uni- 
versal dominion? (v. 2.) 


Why is so much prominence given to the vessels 
of the temple? 


Who was Sheshbazzar? (5: 14.) 


What definite illustrations of the providence of 
God are seen in this story? (Isa. 45:5; Rom. 8: 28.) 


What may we imagine Daniel was doing all this 
time ? 


Wyctirre Cottece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Kings of Persia.”—Jehovah stirred u iri 
of Cyrus king of Persia (v. 1). Was. iel still 
around and did God use him for this purpose? 
When God wants to help folks he has all sorts of 
ways for doing it. In this lesson we see him stirring 
up the spirit of a king who had a different — 

ong 


the spirit 


‘Tt has been an interesting study of mine for & 


while to note the stirring up of the spirit of “Kings 
of Persia” for the g of the “chosen people” in 
the empire of business (Prov. 16:7). I was in a 
great industrial plant the other day where the favor- 
ite of the “King of Persia,” his prime minister in- 
deed, is a Plymouth Brother. And in this tremen- 
dous factory whatever the Plymouth Brother says 
oes. I have been going up and down the land Icok- 
ing into all kinds of business and I have not found 
a “kingdom” or empire (outside of one or two lines) 
but in it the Lord had stirred up the spirit of the 
“King of Persia” favorable to the Lord’s people. 
That is to say, not a single great concern has been 
found but in it somewhere, and vital to its success, 
is to be found a godly man. But note this: God did- 
not do any spirit-stirring until some portion of the 
right kind of — got into the Lord’s own evenhe. 
Have you ever had enough spirit in you to make you 
“just crazy” to get out of the captivity of the Small 
Place? You burn no midnight oil. You do not read 
the trade paper of ged job. You have no little 
shelf of the best books of your vocation. . You have 
never even asked any one what are the best books. 
There are no pictures of the great ones in your line 
on your walls. Young man, a must get the spirit 
of your job before the Lord can stir the spirit of 
the “King of Persia.” 


God’s Way.—Let the men of his place help him 
(v. 4). When royalty puts its approval upon a thing 
that thing becomes the proper thing.. Buy anything 
high-grade English from clothes and hats to soap 
and pickles, and you find a big label telling you the 
concern that made them is “Maker to H. R. H. the 
King.” Undoubtedly Persian royalty made the 
Temple Fund the latest Babylonian fad and there 
were all sorts of fashionable functions in aid of the 
cause. For human nature never changes and life 
has gone along much the same from Eden until now. 
God always has a way of smoothing off obstacles 
when the right time comes. When men get the 
vision and the purpose to do.a work for God’s honor 
and glory he has a way of stirring up folks to help. 
This is why churches, hospitals, Christian Associa- 
tions, when conceived in the right spirit and launched 
with some sacrifices and exploited in a sensible and 
business-like way, are always a splendid success. 
And that too often under most adverse circum- 
stances. We have just proved it here in Coatesville 
with our beautiful Y. M. C. A. building which came 
up out of a fire and hard times. Sanballat and 
Tobiah said we never could do it. And when we did 
it they said it was too big for the town. And as I 
write the Midvale Steel Corporation has come and 
bought the Worth Mills and is multiplying their size 
and doubling the town, and the big new Y. M. C. A. 
just fits. God who is running this old world and 
Coatesville among the rest, knew what was coming 
(Job 24:1, 23; Acts 15: 18). 

“The Goer.”—Then rose up ... all whose spirit 
God had stirred (v. 5). In all enterprises for God 
there are two splendid kinds of helpers: those who 
have the “Go” and those who have the “Gold.” And 
And the Up-roser and the Goer is the biggest 
helper, Enthusiasm counts more than money in all 
undertakings, whether building a-church or building 
a business. Indeed most of our biggest businesses 
were started and built up with much enthusiasm and 
very little money. Wanamaker, Sears, Roebuck Co., 
Heinz 57, Ivory Soap, Quaker Oats. Nearly all big 
businesses were started with much spirit, little money, 
plus character. The hardest job we teachers have is 
to get young men persuaded that money is not 
“everything in the world.” Before a man can go up 
in the world his spirit must be stirred. The dead 
fire makes no blue steam. The reason Belle of 
Brandywine is such a fine stepper and so much of a 
“hoss” is because of the Kentucky blue grass blood 
that is in her. If you ever become a “goer” and 
much of.a man it will be because God has raised your 
spirit. This was the secret of achievement over the 
walls of Jerusalem and the building of the city, and 
it is the secret of achievement over the walls of 
character and the building of a life. God can’t raise 
the spirit in the man who doesn’t want to (Phil, 2: 
13; John 12:2). 

“Ready for the Come-back.”—The vessels of the 
house of Jehovah, which Nebuchadnezzar had .. . 
put in the house of his gods (v. 7). When all this 
beautiful and sacred plate, exquisitely wrought by 
cunning artists under divine direction, was taken by 
a heathen king for the service of his gods, neither 
he-nor you and I could have dreamed that this was 
God’s way of making his property safe. God has 
wonderful ways of conserving things. He contin- 
ually uses men’ who are not his followers. These 
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precious vessels would be safer in the 
temple than in the bank. Any treasurer 
or vandal who would rob the temple of 
Bel would bring destruction not only 
upon himself but upon all his relations 
in true Oriental fashion. So the vessels 
were well taken care of against this day 
of restoration. No doubt when a bunch 
of the Jews got together they bewailed 
the loss of these beloved parts of the 
temple service. Even though they may 
not have half appreciated them when 
the temple was running. Things look 
different out of “jail” windows. Israel 
was in captivity. If you, like Israel, 
have made a fool of yourself by disobe- 
dience and gotten into trouble, and God 
is disciplining you in some Babylon, 
don’t get “blue.” Don’t shed any tears 
over lost “vessels.” Lost fortune, lost 
friends, lost position, lost opportynities 
for all you know are not “lost,” But in 
safe keeping for you. Maybe in 
“heathen” hands against .the day when 
you have learned your lesson; against 
the or of the come-back; against the 
day when you are ready to mend the 
breaches and restore the temple (Prov. 
1:22, 23; Joel 2: 12-18). 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If ouptng lehes 
they mor not be considered at al. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-eent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Good Logic.—All whose spirit God 
had stirred to go up to build the house 


.of Jehovah (v. 5). A little while after 


the city of Jerusalem was destroyed, 
two Jewish rabbis were, walking over 
the ruins. Both seemed ‘affected at the 
mournful sight, but one wept, the other 
smiled, The one who wept was natu- 
rally’ surprised to see his companion 
smile, and asked him, “How can you 
smile now. when you see our holy city 
laid low in ruins?” “Nay,” said the 
rabbi, “let me rather ask you, Why do 
you weep?” “I weep,” answered the 
first, “because I behold around me the 
fearful judgments of the Almighty. 
Our beautirul city is no more, our holy 
temple is laid waste, our brethren, where 
are they now?” “All that,” said the 
other, “is \the reason why I smile. I 
see, like you, how sure God’s judgments 
are; but I*can learn how true must be 
his promises. God hath said, ‘I will de- 
stroy Jerusalem’ I see he has. But 
he has also said, ‘I will rebuild Jeru- 
salem.’ Shall I not believe his word?” 
—From the Biblical Treasury. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. (1) 


Surprising the Pastor.—Then rose up 
the heads of fathers’ houses of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the priests, and the 
Levites, even all whose spirit God had 
Stirred to go up to build the house of 
Jehovah which is in Jerusalem (v. 5). 
What a revolution it would. work in 
Christian service if every member as he 
unites with the church would do as the 
converted engineer who called on the 
pastor the next morning and said: “I 
called to get my orders.” “What or- 
ders?” inquired the pastor. “Why, are 
you not the man who giyes the orders?” 
“I don’t know what you mean,” said the 
pastor. “You know,” replied the en- 
gineer, “I never run my engine out from 
the station till I get my orders from 
the train despatcher, and as I am start- 
ing out on this New Jerusalem road, I 
presumed you were the man to give me 
my orders.” . This would be the most 
agreeable surprise that could be given 
any heavily burdened pastor—From The 
Expositor. Sent by Ernest A. Lager- 
strom, Alcester, S. D. 


_ Barking.—Besides all that was will- 
ingly offered (v. 6). A dog hitclted to 
a lawnmower stopped pulling to bark at 
a passerby. The boy who was guiding 
the mower said: “Don’t mind the dog, 
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he is just barking for an excuse to rest. 
It is easier to bark than to pull this 
machine.” It seems easier to hinder 
than help, to destroy a reputation than 
to build a character—From The Ex- 
positor. Sent by Ernest A. Lagerstrom, 
Alcester, S. D. 


Syrian Self-Denial.—Wiillingly offered 
(v. 6). We talk of “self-denial,” but 
what do we know of sacrifice? A 
Syrian minister in the Lebanon moun- 
tains, early this winter, fasted for 
twenty days to keep the poorer people 
of his village from starving to death. 
He so weakened himself by his priva- 
tion that he died—From the Christian 
Advocate. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


His Gift.—With precious things (v. 
6). A Mohammedan father in East 
Turkestan was so rejoiced at the resto- 
ration of his sight by a medical mission 
that, having no money to offer the doc- 
tor, he brought his daughter, an only 
child of twelve, and gave her as a fee. 
She is being trained in the mission 
school.—From: the Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by Burton H, Winslew, 
Saco, Me. 


“Turns Again Home.”—When they 
of the captivity were brought up from 
Babylon unto Jerusalem (v. 11). A 
writer in the Atlantic Monthly~ de- 
scribed, some months ago, a little per- 
son of some three years who was in- 
satiably fond of stories. When there 
was no one to tell them to her she made 
them up herself. The writer was im- 
pressed with the invariable ending of 
these stories, which was always, “And 
him went home to him’s muvver.” 
“Bears, lions, tigers, even elephants and 
crocodiles pass through the most agi- 
tating and unusual adventures, but in 
the end they all go home to their 
mother.” And the writer adds that this 
is an astonishing bit of wisdom to be 
evolved by a person of three. The signs 
are thickening fast that the whole.world, 
disappointed ‘with its grand policies 
and enfeebled. with its philosophies, is 
beginning to long for something like 
this. It may be a blow to. one’s pride, 
but the greatest philosophy of life has 
long since been stated, “When he came 
to himself he said, I will arise and go 
to my father.”"—Taken from The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mamie D. 
Smith, Petersburg, Va. The prize is 
awarded to this illustration. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consula® Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


7 oon the word of Jehovah... 
might be accomplished (Ezra 1:1). 
While the priest represented the people 
before God, the prophet represented 
God before the people. There was no 
thought of the prophet as a man of 
political foresight or superior spiritual 
intuition. He received a message and 
gave it as he got it. He might share the 
fate of the grass, but the Lord’s Word 
spoken by him endured for ever and 
must be fulfilled. 


His God be with him (v. 3). In 
Oriental salutation, when friends sepa- 
rate for a journey, the expression 
“Ullah maak,” God be with you, is al- 
ways used as a token of good-will, and 
the guarantee of safety and success. 


Cyrus the king brought forth the ves- 
sels of the house of Jehovah (v. 7). It 
belonged to the rights of the conqueror 
to do so, for he who overthrew and 
took possession of another kingdom did 
the same to its gods and whatever be- 
longed to the latter. 


Chargers ... knives (v. 9, A. V.). 
The chargers were large, flat basins 
or trays. Among the Jews the butcher 
had an ecclesiastical status, and judged 
whether an animal that had been killed 
for. food was ceremonially free of 
defect. He still has a. special knife 
used only for this purpose. When 
in England :-the Jews received free- 
dom, the concession meant iti the 

( Continued on next page) 
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Quaker Oats Loom 


Above Your Other Foods 
In Nutrition and Economy 


Consider these facts—you who so keenly feel 
the rising’ cost’ of living. ) : 
The oat is a marvelous nutrient. It has 
twice the food value of round steak, and about 
five times the minerals. Measured by food units 
—calories—it is 2% times greater than eggs. 


Equal nutrition in the average mixed diet 
costs you four times as much. And in some 
common foods up to ten times as much. Even 
bread and milk costs twice as much for a half 
day's need. , 


‘Some foods have multiplied in cost. 
food has advanced but little. 


The oat has a wealth of flavor. It adds a delight to 
bread and muffins, te pancakes and -:ookies, etc. There 
was never a time when this premier grain food meant so 
much as now. And it also conserves wheat. 


Quaker Oats 


Extra Flavor Without Extra Price 


You can make oat food often pounds of these luscious Quaker 
doubly welcome by using Quaker Oats. Yet this luxury grade costs 
Oats. These flakes are made you no extra price. 
from queen grains only, from just Among oat lovers all the world 
the big, plump oats. All the little, over this is the favorite brand. 
starved grains are omitted. AA When you order oats see that 
bushel of choice oa's yields but ten you get it. 


The finest oat 


12c and 30c per package in United States and 
Canada, except in Far West and South 
where high freights may prohibit 











Recipe for Quaker Sweetbits 
A Cookie Confection 


1 cup sugar, | tablespoon Butter, 2 Eggs, 24 
cups Quaker Oats, 2 teaspoons Baking Powder, | 
teaspoon Vanilla. 

Cream butter and sugar. Add yolks of , 
Add Quaker Oats, to which baking sendee tae 
been and add vanilla. 

Beat whites of eggs stiff and add last. Drop, on 
buttered tins with teaspoon, but very few on pr tin, 
- they spread. Bake in slow oven. Makes about 

c _ 
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Study Your Bible 


Ames BRYCE, in an address at London 
University, said: ‘‘It is with great regret 
that one sees in these days that knowledge 
of the Bible seems declining in all classes of 
the community. I was struck with the same 
thing in the United States. Looking at it from 
only the educational side, the loss of knowl- 
edge of the Bible and of all the Bible means, 
would be incalculable to the life of the country.”’ 

It is a fact admitted by the Christian, the 
educator and the statesman, that the lack of a 
knowledge of the Bible in this generation is 
most deplorable. ‘The only key to the knowl- 
edge contained in a book is the study of it. 
Why not study systematically and thoroughly 
the one Book which believers regard as the 
Word of God, and all men as the world’s 
greatest literary monument? 

Do you read your Bible every day? If so, 
why not follow a definite, consecutive and sys- 
tematic course of reading ? 


Send for 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


on inspection 


It will aid you to become familiar with the 
facts and teachings of God's Word, and help 
you to a proper understanding of it, because, 
with its use, it is absolutely necessary to ‘search 
the Scriptures."’ 

is ‘It is my firm 
od  Fertitied Public Accountant: 


ourse of study outlined wi:! produce a 
growth of Bible loving students in the next generation.”’ 


A Lawyer: ‘I have gone carefully through the 
books up to number five, which 1 am now occupied 
with, and find them most instructive.”’ 


- A President of @ Life insuran .: “I find 
ita very valuable aid to the study of the ible.” 

Busi Man: Find it to be a splendid book 
and an excellent guide to Bible study.” 


Part «. Genesis to Ruth. eiher 

“ @. t Samuel to Nehemiah. } P bmn 

« 3. The Gospels and the Acts. ? 

«« 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. } 

«* 5. « Kings to Nehemiah (por-; Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical ' Course 
poem). (S. S. ‘‘Inter- 

« 6. Life of Christ. | mediate’’). 

“ 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 

Op CO a ee ee ee $ .30 
OE OL ae ee ee ee ee -60 
irts ite 3in one volume, cloth ..... 1.2 

arts 4to7 in one volume, cloth ..... 1.5 


Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 





Oriental Lesson-Lights 
( Continued from preceding page) 


Protestant .sense liberty of private 
judgment and the removal of all dis- 
ability in connection with personal re- 
ligious belief. But to the Jew it meant 
the whole accretion of traditions and 


customs from the time of the Baby- | 


lonian captivity. A foremost place 
among these is claimed for the right of 
Shechitah, the method of slaughtering 
sheep, oxen, and poultry in a particular 
manner, with a particular knife. 

When they of the captivity were 
brought up from Babylon unto Jeru- 
salem (vy. 11). When shepherds annu- 
ally bring flocks of sheep from Meso- 
potamia into Syria, they do so in spring 
and early summer, so that in crossing 
the Syrian desert they may find. suffi- 
cient pasture for their flocks. The Jews 
under Ezra probably chose the same 
time, for the sake of their animals. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
, 4 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast done wonderful things for us, and 
yet we have neyer showed thee our grati- 
tude. We have thanked thee with words, 
but we have not yet thanked thee with the 
futness of a life devotion to thee. Take us 
as we are to-day, we pray thee, and make 
us over into whole-hearted servants of thine. 
Thou hast led thy people up from slavery to 
sin into a glorious liberty which thou dost 
offer to the children of God. We want to 
have that liberty; we want to know what it 
is in its fulness. May we let thee take 
charge of our lives so completely that thou 
canst teach us what it is to be free to live 
and to work for thee with continuing joy. 
We ask this in the name of. thy dear Son, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. . 


After the Lesson.—He was just be- 
ginning -in the new life of a Christian 
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man. He'd been a great sinner ; so much 
so that everybody knew what his habits 
were, and nobody in the town quite be- 
lieved that he had really reformed. 
Well, some were inclined to believe it, 
because they knew the power of Jesus 
Christ, but even they would shake their 
heads a little and wonder how soon he 
might fall again. Nobody quite trusted 
him. It was hard for him to get any 
work to do; his old friends just laughed 
at him, and some of the best people in 
the town, while they were kind to him 
in words, had no work to offer him. It 
was a long pull, but through it all he 
walked about the streets with a com- 
panion who never left him. That com- 
anion strengthened him all the time; 
ept him mavens and hopeful, saved him 
from going back to the sin that used to 
make a slave of him until, by and by, 
folks began to realize that this com- 
anion of his was doing everything for 

im. Then they began to trust him a 
little, and then to trust him more, until 
he took a responsible -place in the life of 
the town, and never went back to his 
old sin. His companion didn’t leave him 
then either, but kept right on with him 
in his good days just as he had in his 
harder days. 

That man often has felt that it would 
have been a wonderful thing if some- 
body, as he came out of his captivity, had 
strengthened his hands. If persons had 
just gathered round him and had told 
him they were going to stand by him! 
The return from his captivity was made 


harder than it needed to have been on 


the human side. 

This is mostly a word for the older 
folks to-day, and yet perhaps some of 
the boys and girls may. get a bit of light 
from it. Is there anybody whose hands 


you ought to strengthen just now? Any- 
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body who is coming out into freedom 
from an old captivity? .Do you know 


| anybody who is just a little bit dazed 
by the new life and who has not quite 


gotten used to the ways of the church 
or of Christian people? Dear fellow- 
workers, let us not neglect these new 
Christians who greatly need the fellow- 
ship of older Christians. Put yourself 
in- their place. How would you feel 
about it? 


PHILADEI PHIA. 





Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Children of the heavenly King.” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 

“ We're marching to Zion.” 

“ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
“Safely through another week.” 

“ How firm a foundation.” 

“He leadeth me, O blessed thought.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.” 
Psalm 126 : 1-6 (273: 1-3). 
Psalm 145 : 1-21 (310: 1-5). 
Psalm 124: 1-8 (269: 1, 2). 
Psalm 147 : 1-20 (320: 1-3). 
Psalm 40: 1-10 (84 : 1-3, 5). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—When an ancient Bible stor 

is presented for lesson material, 
some present-day situation should be 
suggested with a practical application, 
affording opportunity for expression. 

All children will be somewhat fa- 
miliar with the call for soldiers to leave 
home and country for distant lands; 
not to live there always, but to remem- 
ber that our vernment promises to 
bring them back when the war is over. 

Each community has its own special 
way of interesting grown folks and 
children to do something for the wel- 
fare of these brave soldiers. Suggest 
the most practical forms of expression 
in service, which are possible for chil- 
dren to render. There are also the 
National movements, such as Red Cross 
activities. 

Lesson Teaching—God keeps . his 
promises. (Same thought and memory 
verse as last week.) 

Introduction—Each summer. the 
children are promised a picnic, with a 
ride of twenty miles on a steamboat, a 
dinner, and games in a lovely grove of 
trees,—and an evening ride an 
on the boat as they return.. The chil- 
dren talk about it for many days before 
tle time really comes. The boys pick 
out the balls and bats and other games 
they wish to carry along. The girls 
pick out the dresses and hair ribbons 
which they want to wear. Mothers 
make sandwiches, cakes, and many 
good things to pack into the dinner 
baskets. 

When the day really comes the chil- 
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“ They’re Going 
to France | 
Every Day” — 


that’s the urgency of the situation de- 
scribed by Hugh Cork, the noted 
Sunday-school field worker, who has 
charge of the Y.M.C.A. work at 
Camp Logan, Texas. Mr. Cork 
wants Pocket Testaments for these 
men,—thousands of them. 


Will You _ 
Reach the Boys | 
Before They Go? 


That depends upon how quickly you re- 
spond to the eager demand by helping 
to supply copies of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League Testaments, which are 
not just distributed, but which are 
given to the men who agree to make it 
a rule to carry the little book wherever 
they go and to read a chapter a day. 
Do they want them? Read Mr. 
Alexander's article in this issue. Then 
send your contribution, — your indi- 
vidual, class, or school contribution,— 
quickly to 
Mr. J. LEwis TWADDELL, 


Treasurer of the Business Men's War 
Council of the Pocket Testament League, 
Rittenhouse Trust Company, 1323 


Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





dren get up early, and can hardly wait 
for the time to start. 

It is a long, busy, happy day, though 
everybody is tired and ready to go to 
b d when they reach home. 

Some children are beginning to plan 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas, which 
will soon be here. In our Sunday- 
school. we always plan to make some- 
body happy on those days. 


Review.—The captive Jews in Baby- 
lon had been hoping and. praying for 
many years for the glad day to come 
when d would keep his promise and 
let them return to Jerusalem. (Once 
again on sand-table, plain table top, or 
blackboard indicate Jerusalem and 
Babylon- with the long journey be- 
tween.) 

Some of the old people remembered 
that God’s messengers, Jeremiah and 
Isaiah, had promised that they might 
go back after they had learned never to 
worship idols any more. 

When King Cyrus of Babylon made 
a proclamation that the -Jews who 
wished to go back to Jerusalem might 
do so, it seemed too good to be true. 
They talked and sang, and even 
dreamed about it, They could hardly 
wait to start, even though they had 
heard that the walls of Jerusalem were 
broken down, the houses and God’s tem- 
ple in ruins. 


Lesson Story.—King Cyrus said, The 
God of heaven has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth; He has charged 
me to build him a housé in Jerusalem; 
let everybody who wishes, go back to 
build the house, and God be with them. 
Many wanted to go; others who were 
burn in Babylon and had homes there 
were satisfied to stay. To them King 
Cyrus said, You must help the men who 
go with gifts of gold, silver, précious 
things, and beasts to help carry people 


and“ goods during the journey. To 
prove ‘that he was in ‘earnest, King 
Cyrus sent officers: to bring. from 
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tiful gold and silver dishes, which had 
been carried from Jerusalem to Baby- 
lon - te: -be- used» in . Nebuchadnezzar’s 
temple, where he :.worshiped idols. 

» there were old and, Silver_ platters, 
bowls, and. other dishes, “and 
knives—5,400: pieces in the’ lot. These 
were counted out into the care of one 
of the princes of Judah, for safe keep- 
ing during the journey. 

The chief men among the older Jews, 
the priests and Levites, and others 
whose hearts were stirred, began to 
get ready for, the long, hard journey. 
Several thougand people went back. It 
was a long, tiresome trip, yet they were 
so happy that they sang psalms. (Read 
Psalm 126: 1-4.) Many times they said, 
The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. 

After the Story.—Talk.of the groups 
of young men from each city and town 
who have gone as soldiers to the train- 
ing camps. Some have crossed the 
ocean to distant lands to do their part 
in the world war. They have not 
gone to stay in distant lands. Each sol- 
dier hopes to return when victory is 
won, Fathers, mothers, wives, sisters, 
brothers, and little children are pray- 
ing that God will keep them from harm 
and wrong-doing, and bring them home 
again. It will be a glad day when 
peace is declared and they start home. 
What a happy welcome they will get. 

Expression —Suggest daily prayer for 
our absent soldicrs, and simple plans 
in which children may have a part. in 


providing something needed:- Pocket 
Testaments, comfort-bags, Christmas 
boxes, etc. 

Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick ~ 


Helping.—While the Korean Chris- 
tian is scrupulously conscientious in 
giving a definite amount of time and 
money to the extension of the Kingdom 
we sit stolid and inactive in a satiety 
of luxurious blessings when appealed 
to for assistance in giving the neces- 
sary blessings to the benighted and suf- 
fering. The subjects of Cyrus not only 
contributed a free-will offering for the 
rebuilding of ‘the temple, but divided 
their possessions with those returning 


a, few: 





THE SUNDAY 


to Jerusalem (v. 4). That was real 
sacrifice, as when a- Korean church 
burned some time ago and the women 
gave their finger- and earrings (theirs 
most cherished possessions) to the re- 
building fund. Where in England or 
America would you find a congrega- 
tion whose girls and women would p° =; 
all their jewelry upon the collection 
plate for some great need of God’s 
work? We are improving, however, for 
recently the Girls’ 
Sunday-school made a missionary of- 
fering of money earne. by extra work 
performed or sacrifice made. The 
girls told briefly what they had done— 
sev'ed, washed dishes, mowed the lawn, 
kept neighbors’ babies, did without 
cand, or sodas, trimmed their own hats, 
made and sold candy, cleaned the shoes 
for the family, saved part of their 
lunch money. The rehearsal was very 
refreshing and inspiring: to all. 

V -ssels.—Cyrus was so appreciative 
of the feelings and wishes of his old 
Jewish captives that he did not insist 
or even suggest that they have some 
new-fashioned, up-to-date vessels for 
the new temple, but returned the origi- 
nal.ones consecrated in the temple and 
h.ndled by the old Levites and priests 
now returning (vs. 7-11).. -These ap- 
performed or sacrifices made. The 
of reverence because they had been con- 
Ss. ated to God’s servi >. Can you im- 
agine sotme smart Jewish boy cutting a 
heart on one of the gold vessels with 
his knife and putting inside. his initials 
and his best girl’s? .No, Jewish boys 
of Ezra’s day had respect for the house 
of God and its appointments. If they 
could see how modern boys and girls 
abuse the hymnals and Bibles in the 
pews of the modern church they would 
be speechless with consternation, and if 
they happened to look around in the 
balcony and saw the giggling and whis- 
pering and writing. of notes (often in 
the hymnals) while the Word of God 
is being expouhded or prayer for for- 
givenéss is béing offered they would ex- 
pect ‘firéto rush'forth from ff the pul- 
pit and consume the offenders! 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ezra "3; 8-13; 6.:. 14-18 

1. Name the thre: temples and give 
approximately their dates of building. 

2. Give reasons for the action re- 
corded in 3:10, II. 

3. Was the conduct of those who had 
seen the first temple, as recorded in 
3-12, wise? 

4. What do girls often spend their 
time regretting? 

5. How can girls make their sur- 
roundings so joyous that the joyless 
wails are overcome? (3: 13 

6..Can girls overcome Reisatii and 
force results? (Read chapters 4, 5, 6 
1-14.) How? 

Kansas City, Mo. 


ye 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


A-bility and Responsi-bility.—A/l the 
kingdoms of the earth hath Jehovah, 
the God of heaven, given me; and he 
hath charged me to build him a house 
in Jerusalem (v. 2). My father says 
Cyrus would have made a good poli- 
tician. He knew how to line up the 
Hebrew vote and how to offset the op- 
position in the Egypt precinct by send- 
ing the Jews back to Jerusalem. But 
teacher thinks Cyrus certainly felt 
God’s influence. He knew who. had 
given him such power, and felt. he must 
use it for God. (1) ' 

That was. the. first lesson teacher 
brought out. The more we have, the 
gréater our duty. Whenever God gives 
a boy a kingdom, whether of body, 
mind, or influence, he expects that nel 
to build: him a house. It may be a 
house’ of leading. smaller boys, or a 
house of standing for clean living 
among those of his own age. Whatever 
gift’ we ‘have we must use it for others. 


The Witness Stand.—He is God (v. 


3). “How did: Cyrus, a heathen king, 


come to believe ‘so in the true. God?” 
was teacher’s next question. We 
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couldn’t think of any way unless he 
learned it from the Jews, Perhaps 
Daniel preached it to him (Dan. 6: 28). 
But teacher thinks it was what he saw 
of the Jews as a whole that opened 
Cyrus’ eyes. Some were so true to God 
and so different from the people around 
them, that he couldn’t help being im- 
pressed. I guess it’s that way now. 
Anybody who would be around our 
teacher much couldn’t help knowing 
there is something in Christianity, and 
he wants us boys to be like that to the 
other fellows. (2) 


Boosting.—Let the men of his place 
help him (v. 4). Teacher says the 
word means “give him a lift.” The 
Babylonians were to help pay the Jews’ 
traveling expenses, and so boost the 
ey work along. That’s the way we 

oy Scouts are doing. We can't :go 
and fight yet, but through the Red Cross 
w* can give a lift to the fellows who 
have gone, and we do lots of good 
turns for the folks they left behind. 
And that’s why our class sends money 
every year to Mr. Jeffery, our mission- 
ary in South India.. He has gone there 
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to build a house of the Lord, and we 
who can’t go yet must “give him a lift.” 

A Safety Deposit Vault.—Cyrus the 
king brought forth the vessels of the 
house of Jehovah (v. 7). It seemed 
like an awful thing when Nebuchadnez- 
zar stole all that temple treasure, But 
his stealing it kept it from being de- 
stroyed. Babylon was God’s safety de- 
posit for that holy silver service. 
Teacher says God often plays that kind 
of a joke on the devil, turning his 
curses into blessings. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18 

What public work did the returned 
Jews first undertake? (3: 12.) 

How did they celebrate the corner- 
stone laying? (vs. 10-13.) 

Why did the old men weep? (v. 12.) 

Why do fathers often see things dif- 
ferently from their boys? 

What hindrances did the 
campaign meet? (Ezra 4-5.) 

In what way did Darius help the 
builders? (Ezra 6: 1-12.) 


building 
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Times. 


five years. 


hole I fell into. 
most of the time.’’ 


kind of help? 


with blessed results. 





He is Just Getting Out ofa Hole— 
and he takes time to send 
letter containing this striking paragraph ; 


«I wish to tell you also that nothing I have ever had in my 

home has done.as much real good as The Sunday School 
I have been passing through the most severe 
trials in business, that have lasted steadily for, in all, about 
During the last two or three years I have been 
reduced to less than nothing financially. 
mostly the editorial page of the Times that kept me 
fighting ahead and trusting constantly during even the 
worst reverses, until I have finally found a position with 
a very large and reliable concern, and it looks now as 
though I might have an opportunity to.get out of the 
I love the Times, 


us a remarkable 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 14 


What Is Committed to You 
(2 Tim. 1: 1-14) 
(Committee-work Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Faithfulness (1 Cor. 4: 1-8). 

Tues.—The Gospel committed (Gal. 2: 
I-10). 

Wed.—Diversity of gift (1 Pet. 4: 8-16). 


Thurs.—Breaking new ground (Rom. 
15 : 14-21). 
Fri.—Sunshine spirit (Prov. 15: 13, 14). 


Sat.—W atching unto prayer (Col. 4: 2-6). 











How do we try to perform work intrusted 
to us 

What blessings accompany faithful effort? 

How does neglect react on character? 


LL THAT we have has been com- 

mitted to us. Even when we have 
increased the original trust it has. been 
by God’s biessing, so that the increase 
as well as the original is his, loaned to 
us. All the physical energy and mate- 
ria! wealth, all that there is :n the world, 
has always been here. What man has 
impressed upon it or drawn from it 
has been done not by his cleverness but 
by the inspiration of the Almighty. 
There is nothing in the world of which 
we can say, This is ours, not God’s. 


Yes, there is one thing of which we 
can say this. It is our freedom. God 
gave that to us and it is our own. We 
can use it even to oppose his will. But 
by the very nature of this freedom we 
can say of it, being free thus to use our 
freedom, “My will is mine to make it 
thine.” And if we do not say this, if 
we try instead to use our wills selfishly 
and personally, we diminish the great- 
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ness of our trust and have less will to 
use wilfully. 


The Gospel is the great trust. It is 
' ours and not ours. We.can say, “Christ 
is mine. I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” But if we stop with this, 
if we seek to keep such wealth to our- 
selves, we lose what we think we have. 
For the Gospel is not ours. It is every 
man’s and its power is personal just be- 
cause it is universal. .Christ died the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world. 
And we and the whole world are not 
two separate parties. The whole world 
includes us. Jesus is our Saviour be- 
cause he is the world’s Saviour. Who- 
ever has him must share him. 


ye 
There are no bounds to our responsi- 
bilities. All things are ours. All things 
are possible to us. We are to grow up 
into Christ in all things. - All things 
whatsoever we ask in prayer we shall 
receive, or better. We are stewards of 
more than we see or think that we pos- 
sess. Whatever ought to be can be 
and it is committed to us to bring it 
about. 
pe 


Temperament is not a reléase from 
responsibility. We excuse ourselves for 
self-absorption and reticence on the 
ground that we do not have the gift of 
making friends. We think we cannot 
| pray or love as others do. We feel in- 
| competent for duties which must be 
| done by some one but which we pass on 
to others. We think we have reached 
our capacity and will not try anything 
more, and especially anything different 
or new. But all this is simply to deny 
that we have what God says we have 
and to refuse to use powers which he 
declares we possess or can possess and 





for which he will hold us accountable | 
| all comfort. 


at the last. 
we 
Would our community, our home, our 
life, be better for this or that change, 





something. added, something taken 
away? God will ask us why. it was 
not done. 

“T can do all things,” said Paul, “in 
him that strengtheneth me.” That “all 
things”. omits not one single duty or re- 
sponsibility. 

To be God’s trustee is as high a trust 
as we can conceive. Every man is this. 


New Yorx City. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





‘STN OUR family there are so many 
subjects of discussion, 
about religion. At the foot of Thy 


_Cross, O Jesus, teach me to serve, to 


defend, to honor it, by gentleness, pa- 
tience, and love.” This is an extract 
from one of our devotional writers and 
serves to show where hearts are made 
truly one; it is “At the foot of the 
Cross.” The family altar is also the 
true refuge in times of stress and strain. 
Such a time is that in which we are liv- 
ing. Our sons are leaving home on the 
stern call of the nation. Soon their 
lives will stand in jeopardy; soon the 
seas will divide loved ones. Where can 
we hold fellowship with them? 
“Though sundered far by faith we meet 
Around one common mercy seat.” 


October 8 to 14 
Mon.—Isa. 40: 1-11. The Exiles Comforted. 


The foundation for all comfort lies 
in the inner condition of the soul, Sin 
causes distress everywhere, and until 
the cause of trouble is removed there 
can be no solid comfort. Nations as 
individuals can make their appeal, with 
assurance of an answer, to the God of 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian missions in Japan; for the col- 
leges and training institutions and for 


especially 





the great student bodies; that this en- 
terprising people may turn to the Lord 
and that Japan may become Christian 


throughout; for the Japan Evangelistic_ 


Band and its missionary workers. 
Tues.—Isa. 40: 12-18. The Mighty God. 


How wondrously do the sovereignty, 
wisdom, and power of God contrast 
with the inability of‘his creatures. As 
compared with him man is less than 
nothing and vanity. Notice the seven 
direct questions of our reading as show- 
ing the greatness of God and the little- 
n-ss of man. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
deeper spirit of intercession to take hold 
of the nation; the spiritual forces which 
are operative for evil in this world-war 
can only be matched by the spiritual 
forces for good; that the appalling world 
situation may speedily be relieved. 


Wed.—lIsa. 40: 19-31. The Divine Helper. 


Our tendency is to fainting. Under 
the burden and heat of the day we are 
liable to stumble and fall. The secret 
cf perpetual youth is found in waiting 
upon Jehovah; thus shall we mount, 
run, and walk. Even the monotonous 
bits of- life will lose their dreariness 
when we are with him. 


Prayer SuGcestTions: Pray for a re- 
vival of spiritual life throughout the 
land. Piety, prayer, and personal holi- 
ness appear at a low ebb; seek for indi- 
vidual quickening; for a work of grace 
in your own family.and among your own 
fellow church-members. 


Thurs.—Isa. 42: 1-8. The Divine Purpose. 


It may be said that these great words 
have already had a partial fulfillment, 
but for Israel and the world their com- 
plete realization lies in the future. We 
rest in this word of prophecy believing: 

“His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour.” 

PRAYER Succestions: The new perils 
of the sea incident to the modern de- 
vices for the destruction of human life 
make sea-going a nerve-racking under- 
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~ The Sunday-School Movement 


1780 to 1917, and 


The American Sunday-School Union 


1817 to 1917 
By Edwin Wilbur Rice, D.D., LittD. 
Large 12mo. 501 pages 


Price, $2.00 net. By mail, $2.25 





long period of 
every form an 
Europe. Rare op 
ably the largest a 


opment of the movemen 
America or the world. 


FROM THE FOREWORD 
HIS work was not written to order; it has been a 
growth. Dr. Rice began his researches into the 6ri- 
gin and principles of the modern Sunday-school about 1854. » 
These researches have continued for an exceptionally 
rsonal observations and service in about 
phase of the institution in America and 
rtunities were 
for years, a by becoming the custodian of 
choicest collection of first hand docu- 
ments and material cece phe the origin and early devel- 
at is to be found anywhere in 


A mass of historical material has been examined in 
collections in libraries and historical societies in th> 
United States and Great Britain, and the important facts 
sifted for the benefit of the reader. 


eepteeees ssf offered 
rob- 





the United States. 


ete is the most comprehensive and authentic history of the 
Sunday-school movement that has ever been published. It 
gives also the story of one hundred years’ work of a most efficient 
agency for the establishment of Sunday-schools in the rural districts 
of this country. A copy should be on the shelves of every library in 

very leader in Sunday-school work throughout 
the country should have a copy on his deck. 
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1816 Chestnut Street, “s °be.:28 . 6 & 
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2 








taking. Pray for our fishermen and 


sailors, and all mariners. 


Fri.—Isa. 44: 24 to 45:7. The Chosen De- 


liverer. 


Strange as it may seem, Cyrus. is 
looked upon here as a type of Christ. 
He is said to be “my Shepherd” (44: 28), 
and “his anointed” (45:1); as such he 
is the irresistible conqueror of Israel’s 
foes, the restorer of the holy city, and 


in him God is glorified. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The war and its 
accompanying sorrows are still upon us. 
Pray for the responsible heads of the 
various fighting nations; for the rank 
and file of the fighting forces; for 
t humaneness and 


prisoners of war, tha 
mercy may be shown on all sides. 
Sat.—Isa. 49: 14-26. The Divine Redeemer. 


Israel’s days of darkness and exile 
eat lamentation, but in the 
midst of it God assured his own, by the 
most vivid illustration possible, of his 
unquenchable love. A mother may for- 
get—yet will I not forget thee. The re- 
deemed are his possession and of those 


created 


he has purchased he will lose none. 
PravErR. SUGGESTIONS: 


fathers and be saved. 


Sun.—Ezra 1: 1-11. 
tivity. 


Who can conceive the joy of such a 
return? No prisoner ever left the jail 
with lighter heart than the returning 
From 
bondage to freedom is the glad message 
of the Gospel, and whom the Son makes 


remnant left the land of exile. 


free is free indeed. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that this 
day may be one of conviction of sin 
following upon the preaching of the 
Gospel. Pray for all Gospel preachers 


and Christian workers. 
Forest Huts, L. I. 


Pray for all 
Jewish missions and missionaries; for 
any Jewish work in your own locality; 
for the distribution of the New Testa- 
ment and the Gospels among Jewish 
families; for all Jews engaged in the 
great war. Pray earnestly that Israel 
may soon turn to the God of their 


The Return from Cap- 











ARE YOU ENTIRELY SATISFIED WITH 
THE SONG BOOK IN YOUR SCHOOL? 
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popular music ? 


retumable copy for examination. 
40 cents, postpaid, $35.00 


@ Are you striving to secure a worshipful spirit in your school ? 
@ Do you realize the possibilities of fine music in your services ? 


@ Can you hope for good results if you use the loose-jointed, 
rag-time music to be found in most Sunday School hymn-books ? 


@ Have you ever longed for a really fine book of dignified yet 


THE BOOK YOU NEED IS : 


“Alleluia: 


Far and wide the schools testify that ALLELUIA has made the sing- 
ing in their services such a power for lasting good 
known before. In 45 states and 3 foreign countries ALLELUIA has 
tablished this new standard of excellence in Sunday-school music, not only 
in Presbyterian schools, but in the schools of fourteen other denominations. 


Yes, you will be entirely satisied with ALLELUIA. Ask for a 
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[ What Came of a Sunday-School Orchestra } 


By Zola 


LL 


Kramme 


SJ 





| ghceedd years ago the pastor of a 
Congregational church in  Oska- 
loosa, Iowa, thought it would be a 
good thing to have an orchestra in his 
Sunday-school. He called together a 
few young. players to see what might 
be done. For a year or more they met 
and served under the supervision of the 
pastor, the Rev. J. B. Adkins. Then the 
pastor invited a band director of many 
years’ experience, Mr. C, L. Barnhouse, 
to “come and help us out” by playing in 
the orchestra on Sunday mornings and 
directing in its work. 

Mr. Barnhouse entered upon’ this 
service, and after a few months’ work 
with the little Sunday-school orchestra 
he began to realize the great possibili- 
ties that such an organization might 
have for young people, ‘especially in the 
way of interesting those who were, as 
yet outside of the church. To the sur- 
prise and gratification of the members, 
he announced that he was going to make 
a Symphony Orchestra of them. 

So he began definite work with the 
material in hand. By another year the 
membership of the orchestra had in- 
creased to forty-five. The latest in- 
strumentation was secured; the mem- 
bers were supplied with the best instru- 
ments procurable; and two rehearsals 
a week were held in the church parlors. 

Such thoroughgoing work as this of 
course began to tell. A great deal of 
enthusiasm was aroused by the numer- 
ous appearances of the orchestra, both 
in and out of the church; and finally 
they responded to an invitation of the 
Chautauqua Association to play,—practi- 
cally the initial performance of the or- 
chestra as a symphony organization. 

A business-like basis helped -to 
strengthen the work.. A committee was 
appointed to nominate officers. A. presi- 





dent, vice-president; general secretary, 
corresponding secretary, conductor, con- 
cert master, general property men, and 
the like, were duly elected. This same 
corps of officers has remained, with few 
exceptions, up to the present. 

And the orchestra itself continued to 
grow and improve. But not until April, 
1914, when the Congregational church 
was completely destroyed by fire,” was 
its real value and influence realized, All 
the fine library of music and general 
equipment, with the exception of one 
set of os containing a new program 
which happened to be at the director’s 
office, were a complete loss. The fire 
was little more than well under control 
when Mr. Barnhouse went to the office 
of the Oskaloosa Daily Herald and an- 
nounced a rehearsal for the same even- 
ing-in_ his:own ‘music room. In a month 
plans were complete for a concert which 
was given in the opera house; and the 

roceeds, a little over two hundred dol- 
ars, headed the list of contributors 
toward a new church. 

In two years, when the fine new 
church was finished, the members of 
the orchestra found themselves _re- 
warded with a splendidly equipped 
room of their own, opposite the main 
auditorium, where they might both re- 
hearse and play for the various assem- 
blies. The room is used for no other 
purpose; hence it is possible to have the 
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chairs and instruments always in their 
assigned places and ready for use. 

Mr. Barnhouse’s aim has been to keep 
this orchestra limited to the younger | 
people and those who, through its in- | 
fluence, might be interested in the work | 
of the church. Because of. the interest | 
and devotion of its members, and the 
prestige it has gained throughout not 
only Oskaloosa and vicinity but the 
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state, many young people of the city 
have been influenced to take up the seri- 
ous egy varioys orchestral instru- 


ments. 
rected lar, 


is enthusiasm has been di- 
ly by Mr. Barnhouse. Be- 
ing a publisher of music and a recog- 
nized leader of bands and orchestras, 
he has had it within his power to find 
players for all of the instruments in a 
full-fledged symphony orchestra. When 
players become sufficiently proficient, 
they are given chairs and become mem- 
bers with the understanding that they 
will attend Sunday-school. With very 
few exceptions every one who has ever 
belonged has been a member of ‘the 
church at entrance or has joined soon 
afterwards. “Not only the associations 
and wholesome surroundings keep up 
the interest, but each is anxious to do 
his best playing and studying of the 
various kinds of music that he is privi- 
leged to practise at each nwa 
The orchestra is now working on an 


_entirely new program to be given. some 


time in the fall, The big concerts are 
always given in the opera house (twice 
they-were for two-night engagements) ; 
and numbers of out-of-town dates have 
also been filled. At such times a special 
car was chartered for the orchestr: 

Special numbers are given by the or- 
chestra at Sunday-school each Sunday 
morning. Once a month except during 
the hot summer months it has been the 
custom to play special sacred music for 
the evening service. 

At the different church suppers a 
separate table is reserved where the 
members of the orchestra meet and have 
a social time together. Besides this, 
each year the ladies of the church give 
a banquet in honor of the choir and or- 


chestra. 


Notwithstanding the fact that several 
members have gone to other cities, and 
a number have been called into the ser- 
vice of their country, the unique organ- 
ization will be held together, offering 
continued opportunity for advancement 
in music and the work of the Master. 


OsxKa.oosa, Ia. 
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LUST OFF THE PRESS 


HERALD OF PRAISE 


“The King of Song Books” 
EDITED BY ABOUT 200 EVANGELISTS 
AND MINISTERS, 

Regardless of expense they tried 
to make this the 


GREATEST HYMN BOOK PUBLISHED 


For Church Services, Sunday Schoo!s, Young 
People’s Societies and Evangelistic Work. 
Best manila binding, 15c copy (post- 

pad’ = hundred, a (not Ly net 
Plexible cloth bindin per copy (peaks 
paid); one hundred. $18 (not postpaid). 
Cloth board binding, 30c copy (post- 
paid); one hundred $28.00, not postpaid). 
10 percent discount for cash with order. 
Send for {ree returnable sample copy. 


Deeper iences 








Famous Christians 
Third Edition (Tenth Thousand) Just Published 
By J. Gilchrist Lawson 
be te, possess book on. the Bylsie- 
fule-pege ttralis’ Cloth, $1.00; 


paper, cts. Agents wanted. 
The Precious Promise Testament 


With Complete Index 
The most helpful Testament published. It has 
all the precious promises in Red. It also has a 
plete Index to every subject and important 








word in the New Testament. scriptive Pam- 
gist Free. Agents Wanted. Leather 
nding Only. $1.00. 





THE GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING CO. 
Lakeside Building, - - ~- Chicago, Ill. 
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EVERYTHING IN MUSIC 


ORGANISTS AND CHOIRMASTERS 

ould ask to have their names added 
te our woling list for free offers of 
=———CHRISTMAS MUSIC———_— 


Oliver Ditson Co., Dept. 126, Boston 




















Hymns of Worship and Service 
for the Sunday School 


A practical Hymnal. Used in u of 1,000 
Schools. Everywhere sai A 


$35.00 per 100. Send for returnable sample. 








THE CENTURY CO., 333 Fourth Ave., New York City 








{ Do You Want a New Hymn-book ? 





| oo who love the old hymns and tunes best are likely to give the heartiest 


welcome to new hymns and tunes that are worth while. 


So The Sunday 


School Times has been securing information, in :. thoroughgoing way, about new 


hymn-books for church, Sunday-school, 
ings. As the following list of new titi 
this is simply a list o 
more than the past twelve months. 


es is studied; let it be 
books that have been ~ ublished or revised during little 
Many other books, not included here, are 


young people’s, and evangelistic meet- 
remembered that 


still really “new”; and there are many others again that are older and tried and 


loved because of their sterling value. 


The adverti-ing columns in this Music 


Number of The Sunday School Times are an invaluable directory of hymn- 


books new and old. 


Calvary’s Praise.— Revised edition; “a 
high-grade Gospel hymnal.” The Chas. 
Reign Scoville Publishing Company, Chi- 
cago. ’ 


Eternal Praise.—For the church and the 
Sunday-school. Compiled and edited by 
Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the 
International Sunday School Association, and 
E. O. Exceil. (Printed in round and shaped 
notes with orchestration.) Full cloth, sin- 
gle copies, postpaid, thirty-five cents; per 
dozen, not prepaid, $3.60; per hundred, not 
prepaid, $27; flexible muslin, single copies, 
postpaid, thirty cents; per dozen, not pre- 
paid, $2.70: per hundred, not prepaid, $20.25. 
Orchestration for fourteen instruments. 
Twelve volumes, $15; six volumes, $7.50; 
single copies, $1.50. Postage ten cents per 
copy. Hope Publishing Company, Chicago. 


Glac News, Ne. 2.—(To be published Jan- 
uary 1, 1918.) The book will contain a sup- 
ply of old church tunes, but the greater part 
of it will be new music. Per single copy, 
thirty cents. The Teachers’ Music Publish- 
ing Company, White Pine, Tenn. 


Gioria.—A new hymnal for Sunday-schools, 
young people’s societies, and prayer-meet- 
ings. Sample copy on request. $35 per 
hundred in the most durable full cloth 
binding. The A. S. Barnes Company, New 
York. 


Gospel Hymns and Songs for the church, 
Sunday-school, and evangelistic services. 
“Containing over a hundred new copyrighted 
songs that have never appeared in any book 
before:” By Homer -A. Rodeheaver and 
Charles H. Gabriel,. (Printed in both round 
and shaped notes; orchestration for fifteen 
instruments.) Full cloth, single copy, post- 
paid, thirty-five cents; not postpaid, twenty- 
five certs; per hundred, not prepaid, $25. 








A Few of the 





and 120 others 
as well known. 





DEPARTMENTS OF 
CHURCH WORK 


Authors € STANDARD PRE 
sontains large 
rl Ira D. COLLECTION collection of new 
Bliss THAT WILL inspiring songs 
Miles LIVE never before used 
Babetat with the best 
—" only of the old 
Butts Standard Church 
oe L Allan WILL AWAKEN Hymns. 
ain Choicest collection 
— —_ — ever compiled 
Mason 12 pages of Responsive 
Handel ENTAUSIASM _ Readings. 
Hastings 
Lowry 


Board $35.00 per aaa | Carriage Not 
Cloth $45.00 “ 


Examine This Splendid Collection 


It’s just the book you will want. 
Sample copy Board 25c—Cloth 35c¢ 


THE BIGLOW and MAIN CO., cicads 


Just Off The Press 


TANDARD HYMN 
PIRITUAL SONG 


A New Song Book™ 


For All 


298 Aymns 





Prepared 











Limp cloth-lined, single copy, postpaid, 
twenty-five cents; not postpaid, eighteen 
cents; per hundred, not postpaid, $18. Ma- 
nila, single copy, postpaid, twenty cents; 
not postpaid, fifteen cents; per hundred, not 
postpaid, $15. The Redeheaver Company, 
Philadelphia and Chicago. 


Hymns of the Kingdom of God.—(Revised): 
Henry Sloane Coffin, D.D., and Ambrose 
White Vernon, D.D. Sample copies to i1- 
terested churches. Cloth, eighty-five cents; 
half morocco, $1. The A. S. Barnes Com- 
pany, New York. 


Jubilate—A Modern Sunday-School 
Hymnal. “A strong feature of this book is 
the arrangement of the classical composi- 
tions. These are melodies taken from the 
masters of music, harmonized to bring them 
within the reach of the Sunday-school schol- 
ars.” Edited and compiled by J. Lincoln 
Hall, C. Austin Miles, and Adam Geibel, 
Mus. Doc. Tag binding, wire stitched, $20 
per hundred. Limp cloth; wire stitched, $25 
per hundred. Boards, sewed, $30 per hun- 
dred. De Luxe cloth boards, $35 per hun- 
dred. For single copies by mail add 7 cents 
each. Orchestra parts (each) $1.50; complete 
set (9 instruments) $12. Hall-Mack Com- 
pany, Philadelphia. 


Life Songs.—A collection of sacred songs 
for Sunday-schools, young people’s meetings, 
missions, and evangelistic services. Edited 
by John D. Brunk and S. F. Coffman. (is- 
sued in round and shaped notes.) Stiff cloth, 
single copy, postpaid, thirty-five cents; per 
dozen, postpaid, $4; per hundred, prepaid, 
$30; Manila paper, single copy, postpaid, 
twenty-five cents; per dozen, postpaid, $2.75; 
per hundred, prepaid, $20; 50 copies at the 
hundred rate. Mennonite Publishing House, 
Scottdale, Pa. 


_Make Christ King Combined.—“A selec- 
tion of high-class Gospel hymns for use in 


general worship and special evangelistic 
meetings. Selections of congregational 
hymns, social service, and missionary 


hymns, and children’s songs. Also solos, 
duets, quartets, and chorus choir selections.” 
Edited by Prof. E. O. Excell, W. E. Bieder- 
wolf, Milford H. Lyon, Henry W. Stough, 
and many other leading evangelists. Cloth 
boards, postpaid, thirty cents per copy; per 
hundred, not prepaid, $25. Cloth limp, per 
copy, postpaid, twenty. cents; per hundred, 
not prepaid, $18. Manila, per copy, postpaid, 
fifteen cents; per hundred, not prepaid, $13. 
Orchestration for 14 instruments in one vol- 
ume, $2.25; piano music, $1.50. The Glad 
Tidings Publishing Company, Chicaga. 


New Songs of Pentecost, No. 2.—‘Intended 
for religious meetings of every description, 
every song in it being based upon the Bible 
as the true Word of God.” Compiled and 
edited by J. Lincoln Hall, C. Austin Miles 
and Adam Geibel, Mus. Doc. Card edition, 
single copy, postpaid, fifteen cents; 12 
copies, postpaid, $1.80; 25 copies, postpaid, 
$3.75; so copies, postpaid, $7; per hundred, 
not prepaid, $10. Art Board edition, single 
copy, postpaid, twenty cents; 12 copies, 
postpaid, $2.40; 25 copies, postpaid, $5; 50 
copies, postpaid, $10; per hundred, not pre- 
paid, $15. Hall-Mack Company, Philadelphia. 


Northfield Hymnal, No. 2.—Cloth binding, 
so cents net, transportation extra. Fleming 
H. Revell Company, New York, Chicago, and 
Toronto. 


Our Country’s Songs.—“Old aad new pa- 
triotic songs, folk songs, and Gospel songs 
and hymns appropriafe for patriotic gather- 
ings, or for distribution in soldiers’ and 
sailors’ encampments.” Single copy, post- 
paid, ten cents; per hunared, not prepaid, 
$6. Substantial discount on five hundred or 
more. Complete band arrangement for 
twenty instruments for this entire book, 
twenty-five cents per copy. The Rodeheaver 
Company, Philadelphia~and Chicago. 


Praise Divine.—“From. cover to cover filled 
with beautiful, inspiring new songs.” (Either 
round or shaped notes.) Single copy, twenty- 
five cents; per dozen, postpaid, $2.75. James 
D. Vaughan, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 


Rodeheaver’s Sunday School Songs.—A new 
book for Sunday-schools. Edited by Charles 


( Continued on next page) 








Visualize the Chris- 
tian Faith for your 

way to the of your belief ! 
thal ae cae & illustrated lectures 
at your Sabbath Sentoy qvening apd woot 
night services, of the "Life of Martin Luther”; of 
the “ Life of John Hus” (who ao weg bor 
Luther's coming) ; of the lives of Calvin, Knox, Wes- 

3 in 

: the of its saints and In this same 

coune give lectures of the" History of the 


fi 
i 
i 
{ 
¢: 


















Celebrated Nox McCain, Lantern Slide Lectures 
cieie af Re ena Most beautiful travel slides ever 
offered. | Meng ctennt pea oe a complete 
evening s entertainment. ree * bs 

Patnotic Slides: “* The “The ** Battle 
of Gettysburg.” Boy Secut Slides. fy a 

Catalog for 10 ts. Over 50,000 slides, 
Phy Fagg Toomey By cay 3 

apparatus. Expert advice on equip- 

— of Lectures, 5 cents. 

WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, INC. 
Dept. A. 918 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 








Out-of-the-Ordinary 


We are crediting the success of our Music Dogertaent 
to the fact that we are publishing music for those 
Schools, Churches and Choirs that are discriminating 
in their tastes. We are putting the ‘‘tone’’ in Sun- 
day School music. Make us prove this when you next 
need anything. “ 


You will appreciate the thee 
CHRISTMAS fine services, three unusual 
Cantatas, three effective Ele- 
mentary Song Folders ,and threenew Octavo Anthems. 





¥ou- have only to ask for samples for examination 
whether for Sunday School, 
Devotional or Elementary 
use. We have somethirg 
that will mean much to your singing. Ask for sample. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


LORENZ 


Supplies All Musical Needs 
of Sunday School and Choir 


** His Worthy Praise.’’ New Sunday-school song 
book with unison martial music and orchestra score. 

** Praise Yet’ ‘The new all-round song book 
which gives your altos, tenors, and bass a chance. 

Christmas Sunday School Music. Send for our 
free packet of sample 
pages and description of 
our new services, new 
sacred and Santa Claus 
cantatas, etc, 


NEW YORK 
DAYTON, OHIO 
CHICAGO 
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PUBLISHING COMPANY 








SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - + Philad Pa. 


ETERNAL PRAIS 


Issued January, 1917. Edited by Marion Law- 
rance and E. O. Excell. $20 rege ete in both 
ne tomialicceobectons Discount 10% = ~ 
li > Sam 
copy, 1Sc. Round and Shaped Notes. Orchestrated. 
HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY Chicago 


TESTAMENTS 


FOR OUR BOYS IN 
THE ARMY AND NAVY 


Small size 
Only 2%4x3% inches 
BOLD FACE TYPE 
ive Service Binding with 
and Flap (like cut) 
Khaki Style... . $ .60 
Brown Leather .. 1.00 
Bible Catalog ree 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. 
9 Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 
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Balopticon 


THE PERFECT OPTICON 






Its brilliant, filled Mazda lamp, which 
Wid ieee er de ahaa C on “1 
Models for lantern slides only—or models projecting 
opaque cbjects (post cands,. painted ‘pages, maps, etc.), 
—or instruments combining bot 
f ; make the Balopticon avail- 
able for every purpose. 
Prices range from $26.50 up. 
Write for illustrated circulars or 
catalogue. 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 


New York 
Washington, Chicago 
San Francisco. 
Leading American Makere 




















Index the best 


PREAt CH ER c AND TEACHERS yucrs ie 
ical ane Cae system. Send for Circulars, 
WLS EX x A,East Haddam,Ct. Used 


and cote 4 oe Griffith Thomas ; endo 
by S. S. Times. Seeissue of Feb. 19, 1916, last page. 


In the Land of Ararat 


By JAMES OTIS BARROWS 
With an Introduction by James L. Barton, D.D. 


In these days of world conflict, readers of The 
Sunday School Times who have become in- 
terested in Dr. Clarence Ussher and his re- 
markable experiences in Turkish :Armenia will 
welcome this biographical sketch of the life of 
his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth ‘Freeman ‘Barrows 
Ussher, Missionary to ‘Turkey! dnd'a martye ‘of 
the great war. 

It is a tender little biography (with numerous 
illustrations) written’ by her father, a record of 
a life of great usefulness, splendidly crowned 
by being freely laid'down in the spirit of Him 
who “came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister.” $1.00, postpaid. For sale by 
THE -SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal : youreed? the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 


The Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, September 29, 1917 











The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly, at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage : 7 
Five or more copies, either 
$1 00 to separate addrésses or ina 
package to = address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, bats years, = 
‘ ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 

a club at the $1 rate. 


on"? copies of any one issue of the 

er to enable all the teachers of a 

chool to examine it will be sent free 
wen application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 

1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from preceding page) 
H. Gabriel. Cloth, per single copy, post- 
paid, thirty-five cents; per hundred, not 
prepaid, $25. The Rodeheaver Company, 
Philadelphia and Chicago. 


Standard Hymns and Spiritual Songs.— 
“Contains new, inspiring songs never before 
published, and the best only of the old 
standard church hymns.” Compiled and 
arranged by Hubert P. Main. Board bind- 
ing, single copy, postpaid, fifty cents; per 


-hundred, not prepaitl, $35. Full.cloth, ink 


stamp, single copy, postpaid, sixty cents; per 
hundred, not prepaid, $45. The Biglow and 
Main Company, New York and Chicago. 


_The Glad Tidings Company is also ‘bringing 

out another new song-book this autumn. 
The songs for this book have been selected 
by ‘about one hundred evangelists, who are 
editing the book. 


The King of Glory.—New edition, “especi- 
ally arranged for church, Sunday-school, 
young people’s meetings, and evangelistic 
work.” The Chas. Reign Scoville Publishing 
Company, Chicago. 


The Tabernacle Hymns.—“This book has 
proved to be, without a doubt, the greatest 
hymn-book ever published, containing hymns 
from every great hymn writer of the world.” 
Edited and compiled by D. B. Towner, Mus. 
Doc. and Arthur W. McKee. Cloth, single 
copy, postpaid, thirty-five cents; per hun- 
dred, not prepaid. $25. Manila, single copy, 
postpaid, twenty cents; per hundred, not 
prepaid, $15. Tabernacle Publishing Com- 
pany, Chicago. 


The Voice of Thanksgiving, No. 2.—By D. 
B. Towner; cloth edition, 50 cents net; 
transportation extra. Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, Chicago, and Toronto. 


The Voice of Thanksgiving, No. 2.—By D. 
B. Towner; abridged edition, 15 cents net; 
transportation extra. Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, Chicago, and Toronto. 


Treasury of Song.—‘“‘A storehouse of good 
Gospel music.” Edited and published by 
Robert H. Coleman. Full cloth board, single 
copy, postpaid, forty cents; per dozen, post- 
paid, $4.40; not postpaid, $4; per hundred, 
not prepaid, $30. Best Manila, single copy, 
postpaid, twenty-five cents; per dozen, post- 
paid, $2.75; not .postpaid, $2.50; per hundred, 
not prepaid, $18. Orchestration for fourteen 
instruments. , Six. books, postpaid, $10; single 
copy, ‘postpaid, $2. Robert H. Coleman, 
Dallas, Texas. 


World Revival Song Pamphlet.—A thirty- 
two page pamphlet of 
songs.” W. Elmer Bailey, Findlay, Ohio. 


Worship and Service.—‘A peerless collec- 
tion of new and standard Gospel songs and 
hymns for church, Bible school, and evan- 
gelistic meetings.” Edited and compiled by 
H. R. Christie. Orchestrated by Alois C. 
Buschle. Bible readings by C. R. L. Vaw- 


| ter. Cloth, boards—single copy, postpaid, 35 


| cents; per dozen, not prepaid, $4; per hun- 








dred, not prepaid, $30. Limp cloth—single 
copy, postpaid, 30 cents; per dozen, not 
prepaid, $3.25; per hundred, not prepaid, $22. 
Orchestration complete in one volume, thir- 
teen parts—per copy, postpaid, $2.50; five or 
more, each, postpaid, $2. (Made in both 
round and shaped notes. In ordering be 
sure to specify the kind of notes wanted.) 
The Standard Publishing Company, Cincin- 


nati, Ohio. 
sek 
Our Favorite Hymn-book 


( Continued from page 534) 


are largely those it is not worth while 
to spend the time to learn; in many in- 
stances being only a jingle, and some 
not even that. They are of no perma- 
nent value to the future church member. 
Have your hymn-book committee, 
who understand harmony, confer with 
a committee of musical scholars, who 
also are informed on Christian hymn- 
ology past and present. Purchase only 
after due deliberation. Get the best 
book no matter who publishes it—A 
Country Sunday-school Teacher. 


Music That is “Singable.”—We like 
our hymn-book. 

1. We use the book in Sunday-school, 
Christian Endeavor meeting, prayer- 
meeting. and evening church service. 

2. We like the music of the book be- 
cause it is “singable.” As proof of that, 
we have used 215 of the 278 hymns in 
the book in less than a year, and we can 
sing the other 63 hymns when we need 
them. The words are evangelical and 
sensible. Nearly every line in the book 
is set to music, and the print is read- 
able. The price of the book is reason- 
able, and he binding durable. 


( Continued on next page) 


“new and helpful: 
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Bible Students2=4Christian Workers 


Do you know your Bible? Do you feel the need of a more thorough, 


working knowledge of the Word of God? 
awake te the means of securing it economically while engaged 
This means is by correspondence; 


in your usual occupation? - 


Correspondence 


Bible 


For all unable to attend a Bible Insti- 
tute, correspondence Bible study is a 
practical, efficient and economical 
method of securing a deeper, clearer 
knowledge of the Bible. A Tennessee 
student writes: — “‘What marvelous 
light I have received through these 


The Moody Bible Institute 


offers eight strong courses for systematic 
Bible study by corr ence, ' it has 


a fully equipped department, exclusively © 


devoted to teaching by correspondence, 
You will be instructed by competent, 
practical Christian teachers. 


Mail The Coupon 


Fill in the coupon, mail tous, and we will send 

you our prospectus information about 

all our courses. Now is the time to act. We 

have a course for everyone, young or old, be- 

ginner, student or instructor. Our courses 
will satisfy your need. 


**Study to show thyself approved f 
God, a workman that needeth not tobe 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
trath.’* 2 Timothy 2:15 


The Moody Bibie Institute 
$53 institute Pi, Dept. A-8 Chicago, Ill, 





Are you 


Study 


lessons! Long, long years I red 
over thi in the p cious that 
now rstand. You will become 


just as poe mano ll as soon as you start 
your first course. We cannot urge too 
strongly all who wish a more thorough 
knowledge of God's Word to take up 
_p the work with us now. 


Over 5000 students in all of 

the world last year studied one or 

more of our courses. Thousands of 

Christian people will this year begin 

correspondence study for the first time. 
ill you be one of them? 


ewe tnetute Di. Channa, umaoae 


Send me your prospectus giving complete in- 
formation regarding your eight courses in cor- 
respondence Bible study. 








Name.... eebeceecevecese-copecceses 
CHOY ccccccccceccccccccccccscccccccoscsrccccccccsccscesees cece 
Slate 2... .cccccceee PPITITITITITT TTT te cad 

a —_ 








When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Orchestra. 


Chapel Orchestra Folio, . . 


Melodie Orchestra Folio, . . 








ORCHESTRA LEADERS 


Here are some good easy Book Collections for your Sunday School 
Specially arranged and used with success by my own Orchestra : 


. .50 cents Each Book. Piano, $1:00 | 
. - 50 cents Each Book. 
- 50 cents Each Book. 
Utility Orchestra Folie No. 1, 25 cents Each Book. 
Utility Orchestra Folio No. 2, 25 cents Each Book. Piano, . 


Discount 25 percent on first three sets, 20 percent on fourth and fifth. 
Satisfaction and Prompt Service Guaranteed. 


C. L. BARNHOUSE, OSKALOOSA, IOWA, U. S. A. 


Piano, 1.00 
Piano, 1. 
Piano, . 
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CHURCH PEWS| 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 





Individual Communion Cups 


pn aren ope Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our oupe and PREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon req 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th ST. ROCHESTER, a. Y. 
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wee 


we 


Ko i'18 


H 
Cc ong’ 1 Library 


14 Beacon st 


3657 





544 * 





The Millennium 
What, When and Where? 


Are We Nearing the Period of World Change 
which jel, the and 
Bie te oa 
Jesus also has spoken? 


This all-important subject is ably discussed by 
America’s Great Prophetic Expositor, 


Prof. James M. Gray, DD. 


Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 
In an additional series of 
articles in the 


Christian Herald 


a ix ~ Mountain Peaks of Prophecy," 
Prof. Gray's first series of articles, 
which has just ended in the Christian Her- 
ald, has brought forth such a number of 
inquiries from students and Bible readers 
all over the country, that an additional 
series has become a necessity. 

Tens of thousands of Americans, of all 
denominations, who have been deeply in- 
terested in the first series, will welcome these 
additional articles with genuine satisfaction. 

They will be contributions of the most 
valuable character to the prophetic litera- 
ture of the times in which we are now liv- 
ing—a period which, in the opinion of all 
of the best Bible expositors, is one of pro- 
phetic fulfilment. 

The new series which Dr. Gray has con- 
sented to supply, and which will be closely 
linked in relation with ‘‘The Mountain 
Peaks*’ series just concluded, bears the 
following titles : 


What Does the Bible Teach About Russia ? 


Restoration of Babylon ? 
The Millennium, What, When and Where ? 
The Present War snd Coming Events 


It will be seen at once by all who hive 
the slightest acquaintance with prophecy, 
that these four topics are of the mos. viiil 
interest to the generation now living. They 
should be vend in conjunction with :uc as 
a continuation of the series just closed, but 
more especially of the last three articles in 
that series, namely ; 


The Place of the Church in the Plan of Redemption 
The Antichrist, Who He is and When He Will Arise 
“ The Day of the Lord,” When it Comes and What it Means 
These three named above, togethcr with 
the four additional new articles, new in 
course of preparation and which Dr. Gna 
assures us will soon be in our hands for 
publication, will constitute a list of seven 
contributions in which the Bible search- 
light is turned on the igs prophetic mys- 
teries and the spiritual interpretation ap- 
plied by one of the greatest living expositors. 


SPECIAL OFFER susscniszas 


The Christian Herald for 10 weeks 
for 25 cents, containing the four new 
contributions, and in addition the issues 
containing the last three articles al- 
ready published (seven articles in all), 
making 13 issues for 25 cents. (Regu- 
lar subscription price, $2.00 a year.) 


Do not miss even one of these con- 
tributions, as they are priceless. Take 
advantage of our 











What Does the Bible Teach About the ' 





Introductory 10 Weeks Subscription Coupon 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 
921 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen : For the enclosed 25 cents, send the Christian 
u issue contain- 
y 8 new series of articles on 
Also send me at once in adchtion the three 


Herald for 10 weeks, 
ie, the first of Professor 
rophecy. 


issues containing the last three articles published 


inning with 


Name 


Address . . 





| INTRODUCTORY 
10 WEEKS /& ( 
SUBSCRIPTION | 
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Our Favorite Hymn-books 
( Continued from preceding page) 
_3. It promotes hearty congregational 


singing. 

4 The last book we had was poorly 
bound, printed badly, and in five years’ 
use there were over one hundred hymns 
we never sang. It was thought a new 
and mere attractive book would im- 
prove the singing. 

5. committee of seven was ap- 
pointed. Several books that promised 
to be adapted to our purposes were in- 
vestigated privately by each member of 
the committee. t a meeting of the 
committee each member spoke freely 
concerning what he believed to be the 
merits and demerits of the books ex- 
amined, and by majority vote one book 
was recommended to the Sunday-school 
Board of Management, which adopted 
the book recommended. 

6. One possible objection to our book 
might be the likelihood of the hymns 
becoming too familiar before the book 
wears out. 

7. Get a book of tried hymns and 
tested Gospel songs for general use, for 
the object of a hymn-book is to encour- 
age everybody present to sing.—Harry 
S, Zimmerman, Brooklyn, WN. Y. 


How a Good Index Helps.—As I have 
been a subscriber to your paper for over 
twenty-five years I readily respond to 


4 your query regarding hymn-books. Our 


Church Hymnary, which is used in all 
our services, is specially suitable both 
in the words and tunes for the services 
in the church. While there are some 
hymns for the children, the collection 
is not varied enough, and there are few 
suitable hymns for boys’ meetings, 
Young People’s Societies, or the Pri- 
mary Department of the Sunday-school. 
The book includes the Psalms in meter, 
with nearly. 250 Psalm tunes, the tunes 
printed above and the Psalms under- 
neath, so that any tune can be sung to 
any particular Psalm. This is especi- 
ally adapted for P. ‘rian churches 
In addition there are about 500 hymn 
of the Church of Scotland, the Free 
Church of Scotland, the United Presby- 
terian° Church, and the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland, all arranged to use 
the same hymn-book, 

The Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
generally decided. to use this book, so 
it was not necessary for committees to 
consider the question of the use of 
hymn-books. 

While specially suitable for praise in 
the sanctuary it wants improving for 
Sunday-school and Young People’s So- 
cieties. I believe this was taken under 
consideration. 

A hymn-book should be adapted for 
all the needs of the church and in all its 
branches, and should have a propér_in- 
dex, so that preacher and Sunday-school 
teacher could obtain in a few minutes 
suitable hymns for the address, lesson, 
or service. 

The best index I have yet seen is a 
“Companion to the Chgirch Hynanary” 
(that we use), a concordance to the 
themes and metaphors with index to the 
Scripture references by Rev. G. A. 
Frank Knight, M.A, F.R.S.E. In 
this little book there are indexed three 
hundred main subjects with sub-divi- 
sious, 
instance, has 240 sub-divisions. An in- 
dex of the Bible chapters and verses 
with the numbers of suitable hymns op- 
site.- There is not included in this little 
book, as there is in the Church Hymn- 
ary, the first line of each hymn. 

would suggest in addition to these 
three indexes that to No. 1 should be 
added suitable Psalms in meter, as you 
have in The Sunday School Times. 

What a wealth of material would be 
ready at hand as an aid to the busy 
preacher and teacher, and indispensable 
as a companion to the Bible in the 
study. 

I must just add before closing that 
when I want suitable Psalms and hymns 
for a subject I hunt up the Sunday- 
school lesson in some of the Sunday- 
school volumes, a saving of time and 
the gaining of appropriate words for 
the address—John W. A. Hamilton, 
Belfast, Ireland. 


(Lesson for Oct. 14) SEPTEMBER. 29, 1917 
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R themostaccurate trans- 
gemma lation of the Bible. 


The American Standard Version 


the truth thro the 
LEARN PARAGRAPH DI- 


VISION used by the American 
Revision Committee in 


The American Standard Version 
UNDERSTAND*® bey 
the exact thought and meaning 
of the inspired men who first 


wrote the Bible in Hebrew and 
Greek by using 


The American Standard Version 
Know then 
TheAmericanStandard Bible 


Stands for 
Accuracy, Sufficiency, Beauty. 


Made in all sizes of type and over 200 
styles of binding. Price, 45 cents up. 


@ ||| tiriodbehin S'S" Hie 
OVER 350,000 COPIES SOLD | pf 
“BILLY” SUNDAY 


THE MAN AND HiS MESSAGE 
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Students’ Expanded Bible 





\ BIBLE JD 





For sale by all booksellers or 
list and free 





381-A Fourth Avenue, - 


booklet. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for over 100 years. 


send for descriptive price 


- New York 


Loosc leaf or pamphlet, 6x9 inches. Portions 

of the Bible speci-lly arran for note-making. Sin- 

go column, wide pore. open lines and -paragraphs. 
litype. Get Revised Price List. 


REVELATION stor'or PROPHECY 


EUGENE AYRES, Publisher, BUFFALO, N. Y. 
spocenen pages and orders filled by Sword and 
Shield Tr 


act Society, Palace Arcade, Buffalo. 


¥ 
i 

' 

i 
"a 
' 











WILLIAMS PIANOS | - 





When answerin 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


advertisements, 


AND ORGANS dnc and churches sent on 


vai. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 
gan. Willijams Piano &OrzanCo. .Dept.T,Chicagoe 
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That under the word Christ, for 


Bond Shoes cannot be purchased 
from 
sively by mail. 
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Regular $4.00 and $4.50 Shoes 
B 


and tells how to save money 
than ever. First big movement to reduce rising cost 
of women’s shoes. 
than oth 
Equal style, finish, 

$4.50 retail. $10,000 bond stands back of our iron-clad 
guarantee of your complete satisfaction. ing like 

these shoes anywhere for the 
styles to choose from, absolu 
styles. Perfect fit guaranteed. Big bargains, 


Mlustrations are not clever drawings, but are actual 
reproductions of the actual shoes. 


IG, free shoe catalog written by a woman for women. 


from $1.00 to $1.50 which would 
the retailer's yr .ofit. © 

Mail coupon below or write 
postal for this wonderful shoe 
catalog which is free to ~all 
women. Do it today. 





rom Our Catalog, Only $3. 


Interesting, instructive, shows what the styles are, 


yet wear better shoes 
Our big factory can sell for less 
ers because it makes only w *s $3. sh 








ish, and wear would cost from $4.00 to 


. 26 different 
4 sizes in all 
every pair. 


Buy From This Catalog 
and Save Money 








THIS & 
FREE 


retailers, but are sold exclu- 


You thus save 





Mail your free shoe catalog which tells how to save money and 
yet wear better shoes. 


Name. 


THE BOND SHOE 


MAKERS, ment D, 
P. O. Box 654, Cincinnati, Ohi 














Street Address 
Post Office. 











